1]
o
)€

=

2
>
Tw
£
i e

: Jaines Webb
In Arranging

The Chapel Hill Newspaper
y NEFSSENAN :
4'“’/ T2 f i ¢
SUNBAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1988 ']
7 R o DIy
: / ‘Section E -\

By RICHARD BURNETT
Staff Writer

James Wehb likes to think that he's
made his mark on Chapel Hill and North
Carolina.

And only a brief glance at his accom-
plishmentx of the past 77 years reveals
strong evidence that he has.

His behind-the-scenes work as an
architect and UNC planning professor tias
played a part in some of the most signifi-
cant developments in town, regional angd
! xtate history
- From the Research Triangle Park. the
“state capital facility in Raleigh.and Appa-
“lachiap State University to Southeastern
" Baptist Seminary, Carmichael Auditor-
) ijum and the Horace Williams House; all

wve been shaped to some degree by the
| iquiet hand of James Webb.

But Webb would be quick to tell you he
had plenty of help.

Notable Chapel Hill citizens, past and
present . find credit in Webb’sdiscussion of
his work - Frank Graham, Howard Odum,
John A Parker, Stuart Chapin, Watts Hill
Sr., George Simpson, Don Stewart and
Bob Anderson, just to name a few

WEBR ¢AME to Chapel Hill almost 46
yearsago after receiving a degree in plan-
ning from the Massachusetls Institute of
Technology. At that time UNC was just
beginining 1ts program in city and regional
planning, and Webb became the depart-
ment's first otficial facuity member. La-
ter, with Webb, John Parker and Stuart
Chapin, the department would be recog-
nized as one.of the top five in the country.

' gnjoyed my feaching career,” recal-
led Webb, whoretiredin 1975 after 29 years

with the University. *‘Our department be-
came sort of an oulreach service to the
éntire state as far asplanning, demonstra-
tionprojects andstudies. Of course, we did
a Jot of work with actual situations.”’

While teaching at UNC, Webb began his
own private practicein architectural plan-
ning Through his private busivess and his
work: with the University, he influenced
growth and development throughout
North Carolina.

But the story of James Webb begins
many years before his success here

Fron; the heat of Mexico where he was
born to the orange groves of California
avhere he grew.up. Webb has seen many
sides to life. The son of a mining business-
man who did much of his work in Mexico,
Webb and his family moved to the San
Gabriel Valley in California when he was
iive.

My father died in Mexico when he
couldn’t get proper medical treatment 1o
a busted appendix,” Webb recalled, ~The
revolution was going on there and the)
wouldn’t let him out of the country.”

Sp Webb, his mother and hrother move¢
10 a California ranch where they made :
living from working 10 acres of orangs
groves. "“From that experience, I gues
I'm sort of a country boy at heart,”

said
' HIS INTEREST in designing and bujld
ing things came from those days of ranc
chores, keeping up the home and helpin
maintain-the family, according to Webb
Thenhis days of orange farming came t
an end, e ] . J
"The Depréssion caught up with us,
ngb said, “'and we had to go out and ge
jobs.”
(See Making, page 14E)
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Webb’s Architectural
Firm Opened In 1949

Historical Notes

From The Chapel Hill Historic Society

One-quarter Pesian (Iranian,
now) by ancestry. James Murray
(*Jim’’) Webb was born in Aguas-

calientes in central Mexico. His |

maternal grandfather, Ali Omar
Barkofcy, as a child fled Persia with
his parents, political refugees; to
Germany.

Ali grew up, became an engineer
and began work in Mexicq. He came
tothe U.S. around 1880 and married
Martha Murray of Tennessee. From
this union came a daughter, a junior
Martha Murray Barkofcy, who in
1907 married Ray Hickey Webb, a
metallurgist for the Guggenheim
mineral interests in Mexico. Jim
Webb was born there in 1908.
Another son, John, was born in 1910.
Jim was born an American because
his parents had not given up their
citizenship.

When Jim was five his father died
and bis mother moved to Colina,
Calif., where he attended
elementary and high school. He
spent one year at Pomona College,
then in 1927 transferred to the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley to
study architecture.

The Great Depression came and
he had to stop study in 1930. He work-
ed in various fields for a few years,
then returned to Berkeley and re-
. ceived a degree in architecture in
1936.

He began work in San Francisco,
joined the Army in 1942 in World
War 1I and within a year developed
pulmonary tuberculosis. His cure
required a year. From 1944 to 1946 he
attended the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, from which he
received a master’s degree in city
plapning. At MIT he met John A.
Parker.

Webb had accepted a job as city
planiier for a California town when
he received an urgent telegram
from Robert Burton House, the
Chancelior of UNC. The University
was establishing a department of re-
gional planning under Parker and
House wanted Webb to come here as
associate professor. This he did in

1946.

In the meantime his brother,
John, had been working in San Fran-
cisco as an architect. In 1949 the
brothers opened an office to practice
their skills in a corner room of the
old Methodist Church at the north-
east corner of Henderson and
Rosemary streets, then the property
of Clarence Pickle. John left the
firm in 1953.

RobertE. Stlpe worked with Webb
from 1955 to 1957 in city planning. In
the latter year, Stipe left to join the
faculty of the Institute of Govern-
ment at UNC.

~ At about that time, Donald E. Ste-
wart became an associate with the
firm, and somewhat later Robert N.

.Anderson became one of the part-

nership and in 1960 its name was
changed to City Planning and
Architectural Associates. In 1969
Webb withdrew from the part-
nership, which then moved to the
Professional Builing on Estes Drive.
Jim remained at the original loca-
tion on Rosemary Street and the
next year the original firm name
was re-gstablished as ‘“James M.
Webb, AIA and AICP.”

In 1973 Webb took on as an associ-
ate Roman Kolodij, an architect.
Kolodij, of Ukranian descent, was a
1955 graduate of Newberry (5.C.)
High School. He earned the degree
of chemical engineer at N.C. State in
1960 and received a master's in
architecture at the University of
Qregon in 1973.

From 1960 to 1968 he had served as
architectural and designer-
draftsman apprentice with the City
Planning and Architectural Associ-
ates. In 1968 he had worked for a
Durham architectural firm, the
next year for one in Raleigh and in
1970 returned to Chapel Hill and Jim
Webb. His graduate work consumed
the 1971-1973 period, at the end of
which time hie became an associate
with Webb.

When Jim Webb began his wm/
here, his primary emphasis was ¥/

(Continued on page . 13A) ﬁ
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Architectural Firm

{Continued from page 11A)
sidential design. Over the ‘years,
more complicated projects involv-
ing larger construction have been
undertaken in both building and
planning. With his former firm or as
an individual, these projects not
only included homes but also soror-
ity houses, the Frank Porter Gra-
ham School, the Chapel Hill Lib-
rary, the Municipal Building and
Fire Station, the Northside School
addition, the UNC Faculty-Staff Re-
creation Association Facility as well
as public housing.

Durham and Fayetteville have be-
nefited from his work in city plan-

ning, as have the Research Triangle.
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Park, Chapel Hil’s West Franklin
Streetscape and Carrboro’s Muni-
cipal Park. From 1950 to 1976 Webb
was in charge of long-range plan-
ning for the campus of Appalachian
State University.

It was mentioned that Webb began
work in a corner room of the old
Methodist Church. As demand in-

- creased, Webb and his group took on

more space. Clarence Pickle died
but his estate continued to rent the
building to the firm. When the firm
moved to Estes Drive .Jim purch-
ased the building in the early 1970s.

This church, the first of its de-
nomination in Chapel Hill, was built
in 1853. Later came an addition on
thie Henderson Street side and, still
later, one at the rear. The building
has had many uses. At one time the
back part became a car repair shop.
Webb has modernized all the build-
ing and converted the garage area
into rental offices.

Webb taught at UNC until 1974,
when heretired, at 66, He isnow pro-
fessor emeritus of architecture. He
has found time to serve on a number
of civic boards, as a member of the
committee that helped establish the
first zoning ordinance 30 years ago
and, more recently, on the Commit-
tee reviewing the new ordinance.

Informant for this note: James M.

Webb
— Ralph M. Watkins




