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Cambridge Man Plans House That Grows With Family Magazine

By WILLIAM PHELPS The space within the housa
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T E C<H B U 1 L T I N C.

55 BRATTLE STREET CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS. UN 4-2380

THE TECHBUILT-EXCURSION HOUSE IDEA

The basic idea of the Techbuilt-Excursion house is that a buyer, if he wishes, can
purchase as much space as he will ever need in a livable condition for as little as
$10,000. The house itself includes 1, 920 square feet of completely usable space.
Our basic concept is that a family can grow with this house, can put down its roots,
and stay there if they are so inclined. Thus, if they wish, they can improve their
investment themselves, not necessarily, as is the usual practice, looking forward
to turning it in for a new model. Our feeling is that while this turn-over idea is
fine for most American products, the home is also the neighborhood, one's friends,
schools, etc., and that some people at least do not wish to move as their needs and
the size of their pocketbooks change. Within this space, therefore, there is room
for up to five bedrooms, two baths, and more than adequate living space to go with
it. It is, in a word, a reversal of the present trend to provide less space but more
equipment for the money. The house is planned, however, to take the best and
most useful equipment money can buy. The space is there and arranged for it as
soon as it can be afforded.

The house is built around a core containing the utilities and immovable fixtures
such as stairs, chimney, fireplace, and bathroom. The rest of the space is free.
Floors and roof are supported by two cclumns, all partitions and equipment to be
placed at will.

Within the same shell there are a number of different ways for the same kind of
family to live. We are exploring, and I think with some success, the idea that you
can still provide at today's fantastic prices dignified living, and this is principally
by plenty of well designed space. There is, in one of the possible floor plans of

this house, living space on the second floor of 32 feet by 24 feet with one corner

out for stairs, fireplace, and bathroom, and the same amount of space on the lower
floor; this is in addition to adequate sleeping accommodations. The house is planned
to relate to an attached 20' by 24' combined garage, workshop, hobby room, or study.

We are working on the ways and means to make standard houses into a pleasant
and varied neighborhood. This is something our office has been very concerned
with, starting with the Acorn House, working on the Lustron house, Snake Hill,
Kendal Common, Conantum, and now the Techbuilt house groups. This Techbuilt-
Excursion house is to be the first or model house on a 250-acre tract, which will
be a real neighborhood with considerable land held for recreation, etc. There will
be other groups of Techbuilt houses planned as neighborhoods for Americans who
want the best and can start to have it at a time in their economic lives when they
need it the most.




PLANS AND PRICES

Mar /| /758
NOTE: These prices are as of May ;

ECHBUIL

IDEA

Boston and of course in other areas can be
used only as a guide to relative prices.

They apply only to approved Techbuilt sites

and are subject to change without notice.

y/ngDo,”

D HOUSE #3500~ 24'x 32

7 ) /J 250 -

A HOUSE $11,000 20" x 32’

2 4
2l 3 14| H i 3 Ll 3
7 1 I 3 7 1
= i * A
FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR

)L/J300.' //b’u 900. —
B HOUSE $#8-00t~ 20" x 40’ E HOUSE Hbisgu: 24 x 40’
e 3 l4] 7[]_261.1 SN

A

SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR

LIVING - DINING
. KITCHEN
. BEDROOM

BATH

N oA W

SECOND FLOOR

FUTURE BEDROOM OR STUDY
_ FUTURE BATH AND/OR LAUNDRY

. FUTURE PLAYROOM

SCALE

—_— 3
s | [he

FHRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR

SEE PAGES OF MAGAZINE AR- y

TICLE FOR WO Excursion /S 700-~
HOUSE. LOWER FLOOR & MAS- v
TER B.R. FINISHED FOR THIS
PRICE.
(7 900.~
<
4
F HOUSE $%88em= 24’ x 48
—
l_ﬁt:l [___ _ | 3
7o— o] 3

e g

FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR

NOTE:
CARPORTS & CANO PIES AVAILABLE FOR EXTRA PRICE

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE TO INSIDE OF EXTERIOR WALLS

A Techbuilt house need cost no more than about $500 extra on your own devel-

" oped site. This charge is necessitated by extra supervision, scheduling, etc.




TECHBUILT, INC. ‘A" HOUSE

55 BRATTLE ST. CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS.
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TECHBUILT, I|INZC. ‘B HOUSE

55 BRATTLE ST. CAMBRIDGE 38, MASS.
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« _—Toot panel

ELEVATION

L BEDROOM
—— e

|
! —floor panel
!

aluminum foil insulation

sliding
aluminum sash

plywood panel

2"x8"

2"xq"

REAR ELEVATION

4"x10" carrying beam

2"x 6" ledger

3}," pipe col.
Sidewalls (above) are made up of solid-wall panels 12,
4" and 2’ wide, window and door panels 4 wide. Foundation

line drops to 8 at low end of house where living room opens
onto terrace. Roof and floor panels (section, right) are
shop-built of light lumber glue-bonded to plywood sheets:
%" thick for roof surfacés, %" for floors, %" for ceilings.
All window framing (below) is done with double-rabbeted
2 x 6's. Time required to trim out the house was dras- LIVING
tically reduced by eliminating all outside trim except

fascia board, using only a plain 3" x 3" redwood plaster

ground for all interior trim.

4'x16' ROOF PANELS

window panel
@
i

ledger from 2"x4"

sliding
aluminum sash

4" a" silt

grout
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The shell goes together quickly ...
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The shell has four posts, two beams under

the 8 x & floor panels. Heavy lines indicate

plumbing walls for kitchen, two bathrooms.
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1. Newly-wed couple—downstairs is finished s
living-dining-kitchen, utility space left rough.
Upstairs is one big bedroom suite

with floor panels left out for balcony effect.

ity

(L

2. One child—nursery added near parents.

playroom added near kitchen, laundry appliances

L

for extra load installed on plumbing wall.



«++. and changes to fit any family

— : N

bedroom |

BEDROOM

P it

TR

¥ e

bedroom 1—[\) bath REDROOM
play i kitchen dining j
"
h
hobby - living :
storage

4. Two apdgrtments—big bedroom upstairs
becomes living room, another bedroom a kitchen;
laundry is put in closet, stairwell partitioned.

Downstairs two bedrooms are finished, tub added.

3. Two to four children—upper part of living room floored over,
partitions added to give four {or even five) bedrooms
with movable closet units. Lavatory added dewnstairs.

bedroom

i

J
DINING
KITCHEN

LIVING

JLLTE G
BEDROOM

BeDROOM |

dining

living




FExcursion House

1

lUnfinished Mu!tipurpése J__‘El
Kitchen

s

E

Dining

SUGGESTED FIRST STAGE of plan was designed
for a young couple without children. KN

Ground floor
(above) would include a two-story kitchen-dining
room finished completely, multipurpose room fin-
ished except for the laundry equipment. Balance of
area would be roughed in, could be used for storage

2

Unfinished Multipurpose B
HIEH Kitchen
—[ !
Loundny ]! |
L |
. Dining
r ﬁ 5
¢51ﬂ

WITH ARRIVAL OF FIRST CHILD, the plan
might be adjusted on both stories, as shown,
R WV asher, dryer and ironer
would turn multipurpose room into a complete
laundry; a second full bath could be added
downstairs below the existing bath. For economy,
plumbing was roughed in for both at the outset

Four stages of evolutionary

Master Living Unfinished
Bedroom open area
-
L-rail

N T il
Unfinished iI
Storage ] )
— z‘}i'b&»‘l",' ) )3

SECOND FLOOR in the initial stage would fix
the master bedroom in its permanent location, with
access to an unfinished storage closet and to the
full bath. Living area is bounded by a railing
at the side which overlooks open kitchen-dining
room. Chimney opening to service future living
area would be exposed; subfloor is also exposed

Master Living Unfinished
Bedroom open area

l—rail

Child's
Room

=t

e ua peus

UPSTAIRS, STAGE TWO would evidence only
one major change. The storage space next to the
master bedroom would be finished to serve as a
bedroom for the baby. With its own window, and
its proximity to the bath and to parents’ room,
location is convenient for a nursery. Finishing
work would include wall and floor surfacing

LiVING FOR YOUNG HOMEMAKERS MARCH 1954



plan

»
Multipurpose ; } l
i E Kitchen
.-_{._. H

Loundry | :L.
Il
o Dining

Sitting
a

THIRD STAGE OF THE PLAN embodies the home
as the interiors appear on these pages. Downstairs,
what was storage space, is now finished into sleeping
quarters for three children. There is one separate
room, and a large single space which can be divided
with sliding doors to provide two separate rooms.
Marbelized linoleum tile covers entire first floor

4

Master Living } A
Bedroom l % Kitchen

|

it

1]

il

Laundr Dining

Storage, Study or 1

:D A

Guest Room

e

o Juie

) 4 -

A A

FOURTH AND FINAL STAGE

is designed for the
couple whose children have left home. Two separate
floors have heen arranged. one of which can be a
rental unit. Downstairs, the multipurpose room is
now the living room; the laundry is next to the stair
well. Master bedroom is in former children’s room

Master Living

Bedroom

d

Storage Alcove

Balcony

L]

o -

{ Dyessing|lii:

UPPER STORY shows major improvements. Floor
panels have been installed in space over the kitchen-
dining room and this new area incorporated with the
existing living room. An alcove is thus formed to
give a hearthside sitting area. What was used as a
nursery in the previous stage has become a large
storage locker opening directly from a dressing room

Balcony

b § ) 4 k o ) |
Master Kitchen Living-Dining
Bedroom :
? 4
| n
|
i
I
Storage s
e

TO MAKE UPSTAIRS APARTMENT, plumbing
is extended above peninsula (downstairs) for the
kitchen sink. What was part of the large living area
now becomes a living-dining room. A second mid-
level entrance would be installed in place of the
glass panel next to the original front door and a
partition added to afford separate entrance halls
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® FINISHED AREAS INCLUDED ARE:
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BEDROOM PARTITION Ebea) \ J
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® L OWER FLOOR EXCEPT FOR UTILITY
ROOM AND FUTURE BATH

SECOND FLOOR

® EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR FINISHED IN AC-
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® STORAGE UNITS: 2-a, 2-b, 1-¢, 1-d. 1

® SPECIAL EXTRA: FINISH UTILITY SPACE (EX- ; F~
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® KITCHEN AS BELOW:

GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. All drawings, specifications, and models furnished shall remain property
J iy of Contractor.

|

|

2. Permits and licenses of temporary nature necessary for prosecution of work
shall be obtained by Contractor,

: 3. Contractor shall carry Workmen's Compensation insurance covering its em-

il ployees and liability insurance covering this contract in such amounts as

it deems necessary. The Owner shall during progress of work maintain

4 fire and windstorm insurance upon structure and materials therein up to

their full insurable valve.

4. No extra work or changes in work shall be done or made uniess by written
order signed by Owner and countersigned by Contractor.

5. In event of delays caused by any act or neglect of Owner, or by changes
or extras ordered, or by sirikes, lockouts, shortages of materials, delays in
transportation, fire, unavoidable casvalties, or causes beyond control of
Contractor, time of completion shail be extended for time made reasonably
necessary for such delays.

6. Contractor may engage sub-contracfors and shall have soie supervision over
their work. Nothing herein contained shall create any contractual obliga-

. WOOD OVERHEAD CABINETS tions between the Owner and any sub-contractor.

. METAL BASE CABINETS 7. The terms of the contract shall inure to benefit of and bind heirs, administra-

. SPACE FOR REFRIGERATOR tors, and executors of Owner and successors and assigns of Contractor.

. RANGE 5. DOUBLE SINK

2 ¥

BN -

8. All the work performed in a workmaniike manner by competent mechanics,
all work protected while building is in Contractor's hands, all superfluous
materials or rubbish removed and premises left clean at completion of
the contract.
9. Alternates shall be at the option of the Contractor.
10. Contractor does not assume responsibility for legal or other expenses arising
in placing a mortgage, obtaining Y. A, approval, or title transfer, or other
special circumstances not mentioned in the contract documents,
11. Inspection of land and siting house included as Contractor’s service, or at
$10.00 per hour prior to contract execution.
12. Cost of prints shall be paid by Owner at rate of 50c per sheet.
EARTHWORK
Clear site, excavation, backfill, rough grading.

BLASTING
If any blasting is necessary for placement of utility lines or in excavation
of house, it shall be paid for by Owner at actual cost but not exceeding
rate of $10 per cubic yard.

FOUNDATION

Poured concrete 1:2Y;:5 mix, 8” thick and to go below frost line or as
local code specifies and to solid bearing. Footings of chimney and laily
- columns of poured concrete 1:2%:5 mix.
CHIMNEY
Provide two 12 x 8 and one 12 x 12 terra cotta flues and suitable angle
and damper. All brick may be second hand, including hearth,

FINISH

First floor walls: cedar clapboards and/or sheetrock.
First floor ceilings: %" fir piywood.
Second floor walls: cedar clapboards and/or sheetrack.

A. STANDARD VANITY TOP Second floor ceilings: %" fir plywood.

B. STANDARD 2 x 4 FOOT CLOSET TILING

C. STANDARD 2 x 8 FOOT CLOSET Plastic wall tile in tub area to height of 4 above tub.
MAY BE FREESTANDING WITH FINISHED BACK FLOORING

C grade 9’ x 9’ Kentile or equal, asphalt tile.



EXCURSION HOUSE

// s: 700 —

INCLUDED FOR $ubsiS@@um

® EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR FINISHED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS OUT-
LINED BELOW

® FINISHED AREAS INCLUDED ARE:
® ENTIRE LOWER FLOOR
® MASTER BEDROOM
® EITHER BATH

® STORAGE UNITS: 2-a, 4-b, 1-d.

® SPECIAL SAVING: ENTIRE FIRST FLOOR
FINISHED, ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR UN-
FINISHED: SAVE APPROX. $500.

e SPECIAL EXTRA: FINISH REMAINDER OF
SECOND FLOOR EXCLUSIVE OF BATH: ADD
APPROX. $1500.

® KITCHEN AS BELOW:

1. WOOD OVERHEAD CABINETS
2. METAL BASE CABINETS

3. SPACE FOR REFRIGERATOR

4. RANGE 5. DOUBLE SINK
6. CURTAIN TRACK

d. STANDARD COAT CLOSET
WITE CURTAIN TRACK,
SHELF AND POLE

SECOND FLOOR

FIRST FLOOR
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FRAMING

Walls: 2 x 4's 16” o.c., %" plywood sheathing.
4 x 16" roof panels: stressed skin, 2 x 4, 16” o, %
" fir plywood lower skin.
8 x 8 floor panels: 2 x 6, 16" o.c., %" Plyscord subfloor, %" fir ceiling.
PARTITIONS
All bearing pariitions 2 x 4’5, 16” o.c.: 2 x 3's, 16” o.c.
TRIM
Roof fascia, door jumbs, etc., to be of suitable pine.
PAPER
Building paper on alt exterior walls and roof before shingling.
SHINGLES
Roof shingles black or grey strip asphalt shingles. Wood shingles for walls
16” Number 2.
FLASHING
Sheet lead.
WINDOWS
Frames to be double rabbeted 2 x 6 select fir. Sliding units to be aluminum.
Screens not providad.
DOORS
Inside: 13" flush, hollow core, interior paint grade.
Exterior: flush type or built-up 13" thick, exterior paint grade.
PLUMBING
One bath complete with lav., w.c., ond 5 steef corner tub and shower
combination,
Kitchen: double compartment sink, 21 x 32.
Rough in for future bath and washing machine, located as per plan.
WATER CONNECTION
Allowance in this contract: 50’ length of %" flexible copper. Extra length
at $1.50/lin. ft.
CABINETS
Kitchen cabinets: base—steel; wall—wood. Wardrobe units according to
details.
CESSPOOL
Built in accordance with local building code. Allowance in this contract, $100.
GRADING
Grading of all earth obtained from excavation and spreading of loam ob-
tained by stripping for foundation. If extra material must be brought in, it
will be supplied at cost.
INSULATION
Two-ply aluminum reftective insulation {alfoil} in roof and side walls.
DRIVEWAYS AND WALK
Gravel driveway: 6" deep, 10’ wide, 50 long maximum.
HEATING
Circulating forced hot water baseboard radiation with tankless domestic hot
water. 275-gallon oil storage tank.
ELECTRIC WIRING
Complete instdliation according to electrical plans, including electrical fixtures,
exhaust fan, and 20” apartment-size electric range.
PAINTING
Shingles: Cabots creosote stain,
Trim: 2 coats oil.
Interior Finish: 2 coats oil or rubber base on all painted surfaces.
Natural Finish: 2 coats Minwax or equal.
UNFINISHED SPACES X
Furnished: Subfloor, insutation in walls and roof, ceilings primed 1 coat.
Not Furnished: Finished floor, finishes on walls or partitions, finished painting,
heating or electric work or plumbing fixtures.

’

" Plyscord top skin,




ived_ Over 16,000 £&t¥ers From

. Cambridge, Mass.
Teohbuilt, Inc,
55 Brattle Street
Cambridge 36,

Oentlemen:

I was fortunate 1o ses your house being bullt on the Pord
Poundation television progrem.

ALABAMA ™

Gentlemen:

We were ready to give up the struggle to scquire
housing we desired and settls for an older homs when

®e aot March LIVIRO magarine, s

S1a2tic about the possibilities of this plan, amd
¥e would apprecinte receiving all the infarmation or
detsllz you have available sbout this type of housing.

m.mmmamxh_mmumw:;?m.umm ARIZONA
possdbdlity of budlding & Techbullt home in this area.

—— ARKANSAS
wn muan incereseaaihle (EOR MAA.

Tobrary 19, 1¢

Techbuilt, Ino.

Westom, Massschusetts

Dear in the New York Times mag nd_1n Liyil r Youbg

- Homemakers, and understal m le at
d n-

We have just received our LIVING MOR YOUNG HONEMAKERS and alresdy

¥y have become thoroughly "sold” on your house pictured on pages 70~
© It seems to rill our needs for both the present snd the futurs.

We own our lot mnd are extremely mnxious to butld within the next

504 a pamphlet giving det
struction plans. I enclo. T
yuur eenaiug that pampnle!

A I should be interssted to know if you ha¥e
ERRW:

yoar or two.
328 Wlel:t u;custistre!: FLOR'DA
Kilwaeukee 1o, isconsin
April v, 1954 R
Techbuilt MA CLEAN ADVERTISING AGENCY, INC. GEO GIA
307 East 37 Streer, New York 16, N. Y MUrray Hill 7-3774 IDAHO

55 Brattle St.
Cambridge, Mass.

ILLINOIB= 63"
INDIANA

IOWA

KANSAS
KENTUCKY ~

LOUISIANA

Tour Twehbullt booklet has us straining at the traces far it offers

hopa to be able to have a modern mmxtbh nough to

meet owr requirement . m.m .

To glve you s little background of gur ts our
children, all boys, ages 13, 12, od in
August. We lim the idea of the rooa mnd $hould have

two ocmplate baths. We want a t.

e for biercles. marden, s A SACHUSETTS

Gerntiemen:
Wirch 15, 1954

I auswered your advertisement on’televlsion and received the Looklet.
This house luterests me very much. I have been unscle to iearn whether
tnere 15 an agency here in ¥ilwsukee. I _nuil greatly appreciste
wny information you can give me.

Techbutlt, Inc,
55 Brattle Street
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Tre Mr. car) Xoch
Techbutlt, Inc.
55 Brattle Strest
Candrizgs, Xass.

» " ts shich are 56 feet wide which are adjacent, Y
::ch::: ;eg :)mexnd to the city of Kilwaukee, out we understand that this
will be done this fall, #e have put off vusidlng because we koew

that this would probably be annexed mid thst the cxjense of “igging

s well ano installing » septic tank would be a waste of soney,

has been & long time since [ have seen & house walch sulted e

well as this one does, I like 1ty flexthility arc its compieteness.

think we would be interested ir building with the two fezily ides.
This would make It gossible for us to rent four units.

Dear Iq}

Dear Mr. Kach: Gent lemen:

¥r. Nalusn Metcalf was gnad eno.pr.  lard ua a floer nlan of
rne of your sodel # 1 lousen, 1 helleve. Ris crtruaiess for
y7ir house fe contarlous and very cervincing,

210 Souts Oak Stres
Martlstt, Ijlimets
Aprid 6, 199

Teokbuilt, Imo.
Veston, s veacimestte

:

Dear ¥r Xoeh:
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Asn R et foe et — MI
e L e d 250 475 Tdoy — mmmmaon i e e o e p
; oo fu oy Techbuilz, . MISS'SS'PP'
Cawbridgs, Yaas. MISSOURl
MONTANA
e ':m_’:s i *ated In ft, aver siice I saw te Q- pE & Home,
e ATy o Fow of course the fievitable c;NW‘ép;Aq 1 goe
plans for the ufiifag, how, an, wouﬂ 1“PSHIRE

Carl KocH & Associstes
I
ardd - ! =
-~ bave o comparable cne tuilt here at the $16 to $18 per ey.
/‘&AN ft. quote vo have Mad.
ws s
* This 13 protatly the millionth lettar you alvad
asking {aformetics about your [ tured
{5 Living for Young Ho .mm.’,ﬂ AP Ntor-

o

' an pes
; 1 ooken b osul
fi- 08
/{ el os wordé % .

now

Carl Koch & Associatas

P e

Techilt, Iac.
55 Prattle Straat

Techbuilt Ine.
3907 Benith Avanu e
¥ianeapolis 10, ¥ Camtrin v, Mans.
April 13, 1954 Gent Laman:

I was fascinated b,
Isane o Living for Youns

JONES & LavsnLineHRW
LTTNEW YORK

Y your “HONE FOR EXraNS'7M%, in the Warch
obanakers. It has all tw festures tnat I

s SYOT desiren frim ahouse and 1t woslo mare me Post hatpy 1f you

shich .
Excursion, and in the m~agarines, Living, and Pcus= and
Pors. I wculd like to have one of thase housss built

for my favily.

}ﬂun(.,z/fry L

oo g
e
v e

A TIeE
VL2

Al Mo Al ety
Wi prad s Llersl bois

le? e~

PHONE . 2737 TWX - WH 1

WENATCHEL, WASHINGTON
Aoril 7. 1954
Gentlemen:

Vo are very wich

arrangemants
for comstructing such & house in Linsas City., The folloving {nformation

1. In vhat sises 1 the house availabls &t the present time?

My wife and I have just finfshed *drool fng="
;)voz Your home as shown in House ano Home, Fevruary
ssue.

We have four childsen, and all of us snjoy casual

L Ege S

S e
[ Z 772 7
A A A R I TRV
WIIH THE Shse
Fiknt. S oy 4
Ry N

Hedslb  ALr can) Atee s

WHICH e L/Ve,

€ould Supl, ke with the £0llowing information:

ing in seversl housing aa

I bave read with conatders| t
D T BERENEY LY AR A
designed and bullt. Mr. Robert Dtof n very ki ven
dress.

ST P RCHAS o ke
A G RSN

L toMEL  pyp yeJe
FRELAC] S Fuyp.
AL F M S
Va2

Teaddoily, Ime,
5 Brey Streed
Cawdridge 39, Ness,

Doar M, Kooh)

S Ay B S S

Dear sir)

Articles in ‘Besse and Reme' and "Beuwss and Osrdeu’
Mave arsused sy deey tnterset. Por o lear time I have
vearshet fer sueh « hows 88 yours. Ome that sembimes
Space, Contemperary Deeirm, amd Pexidility in eme pastace.
Wour £1rm ke dewe a3 smsellemt 100 Veth ssthetivally amd
funationally in the plamming of yowe hews.

Tuadhosint, 3., .
55 Buat, Az
M;l’,_ ¥, Maae,

3;‘—“‘3‘-«-‘.4.

NORTH CAROLINA
“ROREtH DAKOTA

dpril 21, 1554

OHIO

Cambridos 3. Wass. 1. To this housa available tn Commecticst?
Gentlemen: Carl Koex & Assecistes
S5 Brattle Strest
T was very much fascinated by the houss you ars building e e
featured racantly on the telsvieion program, Camb:ra OKLA HOMA
et OREGON

RHODE "ISLAND

Yery interested in bwilding

T am . e 1,
s e SO L EARBLINA

SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
TEXAS

Y heve sduired your hewss oo C
R 4
rmaer, s tor Touag sememinre KRANEL 11T 2 10 e ek

FRESEN] A f s ee K& SEAEN the Phens or are shey fer salet
th /-ZL Wit T Ford Fnsceditin, Vs ANL M Ent ALy o 114 dresning. yevre s e N RAAONT: e
- N ) wonderful 1des te be sdle te finter s IPere the Poutly
. A }“/ P 7"‘ G ArFEs A LSTHETIC S EME 4 I ly ot ‘.':;'_:’:;:‘:_‘:':;V_Im FRURA ~y
. "
s ‘ wle / Weir, T Mouie  SEests  pomtriseny et ULl SIWLASHENGEON,
. B . R Shengw-—nothing phewy oot o
o Comtedon Lt Dhot e Rlitt SwrEs 70 T Slcarset) Aeedt oy ering frm gl T 'WEW"V‘IRG‘I‘N‘IX

WISCONS]
WYOMING
s @NTARIO

i QUEBEC
s .oBREFISH COLUMBIA

17, 1 vsd

i:si;?,lptu; z?s gr.lt)ou;:nct'm Qur chilaren are boy )
1l twin Y9818 )-~boy (6 years)--ana a ¢irl : ! in f
(3 years). Y %%3‘4 ‘\ 4 - DB Bt ool wii day
"‘—‘-{“‘-‘1"““' \“"‘3 '1““‘ placid & Lot & Peoasdan

What is the possibility of buileing a Techbuilt
home In this ares. The averspe rainfall {5 svout nine
inches per year. We have sbout one <000 snow per year,
no extreme cold, and lots of sunshine,

would certainly appreciate more nfirmation,

I
There {s nothing like it out hare.

o s Taatdolit " Bas o AR Tmaned, 1959 faar s
W__:t‘ _{:z.a....m_: -ds..._—:::} A



HERE'S HOW YOU CAN OWN A TECHBUILT HOUSE

1. SEE THE TECHBUILT FRANCHISED DEALER IN YOUR AREA

In the short time since the Techbuilt house was first shown, we have franchised a number of fine custom
builders in a dozen different states. There may alreadybe one where you plan to build and live. If there
is, Techbuilt will be happy to give you his name. He will have sites suitable for the Techbuilt house al-
ready picked out or will be glad to talk with you about building a Techbuilt house on your own site.

If there is not as yet a franchised dealer in your area:
CHOOSE A GOOD LOCAL BUILDER AND SEND US HIS NAME

Take a Techbuilt Idea pamphlet toa good house builder in your area to show him the plan you want. Then
send us his name and address or ask him to write us so we can give him the information he will need to

He will be able to build much more economically if he can erect more than one Techbuilt house. That is
why we permit only one builder in each community to have a franchise for Techbuilt houses. If we select
your builder, we will send him the names of all the other families in your area who want to build Tech-
built houses. Then each of you will be able to get the best possible price.

If you don't want to wait or there is no qualified builder for a franchise -

We willfurnish you with the necessary plans, specs, and other data to take to one or more builders so that
you can obtain a firm contract to have your house built for you on your own lot.

2.

estimate costs for you. We will then supply you.
3. YOU CAN HAVE THE HOUSE BUILT

There is still another possibility -
4. YOU CAN BUILD THE HOUSE YOURSELF

If you are a competent craftsman, youcanbuild your own Techbuilt house. If you are not, you can arrange
to have the house built by any good builder without a Techbuilt franchise. If there is a franchised dealer
in your area, he will be gladtodiscuss an arrangement allowing you to build as much of the house as you
wish. If there is no franchised builder, we can furnish you with our complete copyright plans and archi-
tectural services and other features of the Techbuiltidea which you would normally get from your Tech-
built dealer-builder. For instance, in many areas not too far from where the Techbuilt panels are being
made, we can ship you the shell of the house and other components all ready to put up. Ask us about the
Techbuilt house plan for individuals. This will help you build your own house.

Thus, with your complete Techbuilt kit, you can either take the plans and specifications to a builder and
get a complete bid on your house from him or you can build much of the house yourself, getting subcon-
tractors to build whatever you are unable or do not wish to do.

as of May 1, 1954

FRANCHISED BUILDERS

Montreal
R. LaFerme and Company Ltd.
6355 Cote de Liesse Road
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Norwalk, Conn.
Carroll Cavanagh
1 Mott Avenue
Norwalk, Connecticut

Bridgeport, Milford, New Haven,
Connecticut

Otto B. Landcastle

Bryan Hill Road

Milford, Connecticut

Connecticut shoreline from Branford
Point to Stonington

Fred Kendall

Madison Avenue

Madison, Connecticut

St. Paul, Minnesota
Mr. N. P. Bisanz
Bisanz Construction Company
1055 Cleveland Avenue South
St. Paul, Minnesota

Grand Island, Nebraska
D. B. McOstrich
P.O. 318
Grand Island, Nebraska

Upper Westchester County, New York
Raymond G. Irvine
Contemporary Builders, Inc.

42 Prospect Place
Croton-On-Hudson, New York

Schenectady, New York
Howard Chadwick
408 State Street
Schenectady, New York

BUILDERS NEGOTIATING FOR FRANCHISE AGREEMENT

Richard Irving
Florida Hill Road
Ridgefield, Connecticut

Herman Benzel
Woodhall, Inc.

55 Center Street
Waterbury, Connecticut

Charles Haynes, Jr.
Haynes Construction Co.
Box 205, West Durham St.
Durham, North Carolina
Irwin A. Penker

Penker Construction Co.
1030 Summer Street
Cincinnati 4, Ohio
Maxwell Huntoon, Jr.
Weston Builders, Inc.
Box 613

Westnort. Connecticut

Mr. Frishman

Allen Builders

1710 Madison Avenue
Evanston, [llinois

Carl Freeman, Inc.
Bethesda, Maryland

Charles Brown
118 Harvard Street
Leominster, Massachusetts

Leon R. Cohen
61 Oak Hollow Road
Springfield, Massachusetts

Hannah Building Company
2310 West Stadium
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Spencer Dickinson
1950 South Signal Hill
Kirkwood 22, Missouri

Cleveland and suburbs
Mr. L. John Lee
*Lumiland Organization
2216 Wooster Road
Rocky River 16, Ohio

Erie and suburbs
Pasquale Di Franco
The Mohawk Company
2839 Evanston Avenue
Erie, Pennsylvania

Rhode Island
George Macdonald
Brown Avenue
Johnston, Rhode Island

Alexandria, Virginia
Clyde Verkerke
1429 Martha Custis Drive
Alexandria, Virginia

Jerome H. Mayer
Mayer Raischer Mayer
119 North 7th Street
St. Louis 1, Missouri

Mr. Wallace Berger
1495 Village Road
Union, New Jersey

Mr. Allan Ballou
577 Teaneck Road
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey

Donald Engle (New Jersey)
73 - 12 35th Avenue
Jackson Heights, New York

Colin T. Lancaster
RD #1 Box 277

Princeton, New Jersey

W. M. Ashby
Orangeburg, New York

South and West side of Chicago
T. E. Oler, Custormn Builders
Route #1
Wheaton, Illinois

Detroit and suburbs
Keith Gilchrist
6207 Eastmoor
Birmingham, Michigan
Detroit and suburbs
Leonard Wolfe
30821 Franklin Road
Birmingham, Michigan

Minneapolis, Minnesota
James Stageberg
3235 Webster Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Mr. George Ferrall
420 Brown Building
Rockford, Illinois

Clarke W. O'Brien
205 Shoreham Drive
Rochester 18, New York

Hvolbeck Construction Company
Riversville Road
Greenwich, Connecticut

N. von Bargen (Cincinnati)
253 Compton Road
Wyoming 15, Ohio

Hudson J. Force

RD #9, Box 392

Akron 19, Ohio

B. R. O'Neall
Woodfields
Greenville, South Carolina



FROM ALFRED AUERBACH ASSOCI@, INC.
130 WEST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 19
TELEPHONE: JUDSON 2-4750

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RELEASE
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"EXCURSICN" HOUSE TO BE ERECTED

FOR N & HOUSING EXHIBITION

New Modern Dwelling by Carl Koch to be a

Major Feature of "Buildins Your Home - 19541 YR

The widely acclaimed "Excursion

w11l be srected, and completely furnished &nd
center of the 71st Regiment Armory, 3kth Stros,
N.Y.C., as a featured highlight of "Building,

a public and trade exhibition of housine
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PUBLISHED BY BUILDERS ... FOR BUILDERS

A TWO-STORY HOUSE
WITH PUBLIC APPEAL

UCE - jo
370,450 - 516,000 i
i | f

*
(All photos courtesy of LIVING for You

ng Homemakers .)

This expondable house, which millions of television-viewing Americans
ched being built, seems to hove stired popular fancy os few houses have.
jing from the volume of mail received by Architest Carl Koch, who alse
's the company which built it this house has just ahout everything

111 ve " The Koch house was used to dramatize the story of the design and con-
e . Wl a; eX : f A i housi the TV “EXCURSION®" d
 pome © A 1, Ince) o Armory on of American housing on the TV program, , sponsore
arrying out the ¥ a1t by Toohbul 2o conter of th sarc £06%) Ford Foundation.  Within two weeks after the last of the two-program

&n G rsion” Housts ﬂnmd mndscam‘d H}Ntw T 2,00 TLiving Fe¥ nearly 10,000 letters from all over the US had flooded into Koch's Cam-
Excuytely furn‘l'shcdc‘“‘:l Foch & £ISTCINYIEE o esnip Iy Lruction >ffice. Almost without exception, they demanded, "How soon can 1 get
complote P L pnod L ed under TR SO op and cORSTY L Wor Koch had no ready answer for them, even if ha had had the office help
£100Te STwill bo aispie¥el  originol f‘_’"ﬂ';d by the TR Zuld mmediately. He is still trying to screenapplicants and establish builder
story ?Z\;zmakcf " m\gaimdu\:xo"sﬂ was cmmlfsjrn:d = homo thaza‘;’l housi various territories

Young B ofobricato . Yook QOSTETT L of Amerd

tho §14,000 prufaw\mdﬂﬁom Ca lnctmctj on s50TY o1y completed L house may hold the answer fu the prablem of space for cxpanding

hop of the Ford Lpootural and GOME L g was ¥OSC o houso=~ET0 It is campletely flaxibic inside. Only the stair, the bathrooms, the
B E\Duze tho ar;hx S 1ot #ggourelon dcvsloP“‘wt of 3 14 %o & 0¥ ~d four bearing posts are fixed. It can be finished a room at a time,
dral Lon cf tho P* Lilz on tht oppuery 1 OB tho Up to Five bedrooms, and changed around as the owner desires. The
constructd gompiete 48Rt S T g on Fobrusid sauced BY ,

Hosbon, HASSe O wrmdngT TS o MBxourston ¥

it to bho GRC-TV Pr2
plueprin or the N

: 5 OV
wide audienc® N

ford Foundation-
qy-Redio orkshop of For

tho

o

i

rmade as ivable asa conventional ground floor . All this, says Kach,
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THE TECHBUILT INDIVIDUAL HOUSE PLAN WHERE THERE IS NO FRANCHISED BUILDER

Techbuilt has developed a unique plan to help you build a Techbuilt house to suit your OWN
needs. There are six basic Techbuilt houses. Each one of these can be built complete or in
part, to be finished later, if you need the added space. Variations from the basic plan can be
made for you by Techbuilt's architects, Carl Koch & Associates. Every Techbuilt house plan
has been thoroughly designed, studied, and developed. The plans which you will get from Tech-
built are based on many houses already built, improved, and changed by the experience of
building and living in these houses. These plans have been developed by highly experienced
architects to suit the great variety of family requirements and site conditions to be met. The
location of every nail, of each piece of wood, has been worked over again and again. That is
why you get such a tremendous amount for your dollar in a Techbuilt house.

The Techbuilt idea, however, does not stop with the plans. No house is complete without the
land it stands on. Techbuilt’s architects will locate your house for you on your site. You must,
of course, furnish them withthe facts theyneed to properly locate your house. This means that
you will give them the levels of your land, its orientation, its boundaries, the location of the
street and utilities, and the other facts necessaryto make an intelligent plot plan. In addition,
we should have snapshots of the land, showing adjacent houses, if any, natural surroundings,
the view, and so on.

In addition, Techbuilt furnishes you with amanual. Thisdescribes in great detail all the steps
in the construction of a.Techbuilt house. It explains the procedure for financing your house. It
gives you the complete specifications and explains them if you are not used to building terms.
It gives you a check list of all the materials in the house so that from it your lumber company,
builder, or subcontractors can get the complete story on what you need and when you need it.
It points out to youyour requirements for legal assistance, the points that must be covered be-
fore you can be sure you ownyour land. It gives you a check list of the requirements to be met
in meeting requirements for building regulations, water and utility permits, zoning, and so on.
It goes through the whole process of building a Techbuilt house step by step, from breaking
ground with suggestions as tohow to save the loam, protect your trees, what to look for in dig-
ging the foundation, how to check the foundations themselves, to what kind of masonry to use.
It goes through all the steps in framing the house and putting up the panels, with illustrations.
It tells what to look for and how to direct your mason in building a chimney, and what must be
done in putting in the plumbing, and the same with heating, wiring, and glazing. It lists the in-
spections you must undergo if your house is going to be built with VA or FHA assistance and
what your bank is likely to require. It takes you through the steps of putting in the interior
finish, flooring, etc., and gives you tips onfinal grading, landscaping, and even decorating. This
is a real manual, designed to help you build a real house.

The final and certainly one of the mostimportant aspects of the Techbuilt service to you is the
supplying of the Techbuilt package. In constantly increasing areas of the country, Techbuilt is
able to give you a large part of your house at great savings in price. The Techbuilt panels in-
clude the following: Roof panels are plywood skins on 2 x 4 rafters at 16” o.c. Upper skin 3/8”
exterior grade Douglas fir, lower skin 1/4” interior paint grade gum, with two-ply aluminum
insulation providing 3 dead air spaces and 4 reflective surfaces between skins. These stressed
panels are resorcinol glued, stapled, nailed and cured in a press. The exterior side of lower
(ceiling) skin is prime coated. Floor panels are plywood skins on 2 x 6 joists at 16" o.c. Sub-
flooring 5/8" thick Douglas fir, ceiling 1/4” paint grade gum prime coated. These panels are
resorcinol glued, stapled, nailed and cured in a press. Side walls: 2 x 4 at 16” o.c. stud con-
struction with 2 x 4 spacer sill, cap and diagonal bracing, with 3/8" exterior grade Douglas fir
plywood sheathing. Window and door frame panelsare constructed from a milled 2 x 6 section,
selected No. 1 common Douglas fir, with 3/4" exterior grade Douglas fir plywood inserts, all
prime coated. As fast as we can make final arrangements with national suppliers of quality
merchandise including the additional items suchas window sash, roofing shingles, paint, finish
flooring, kitchen equipment, and most of the things you need to build a house, we can give you
the complete list as of the time you need it. If you need a different plan or changes to the
standard plans, our architects can, at a very reasonable charge, design these changes for you
with a full knowledge of what is practical and economical to do and what is not.



SPECIAL ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTATION AVAILABLE
FOR TECHBUILT CUSTOMERS

Members of the firm of Carl Koch & Associates are available for consultation
with those customers who desire variations from the standard Techbuilt plans
and procedures. This service is offered to enable customers, both local and
long-distance, to get architectural counseling on their particular problems of
planning, siting the house, choosing materials, etc. Wherever possible, approxi-
mate costs of variations will be given. However, final costing will be determined
by Techbuilt, Inc. When the house is in Boston, Carl Koch & Associates will
prepare drawings as required to illustrate a requested variation and to make
possible its incorporation in the final building.

Local customers desiring this service should arrange for a time through the
Techbuilt office or the franchised builder when the house is being built elsewhere.
The minimum charge for an architectural conference is $ 10. Should the confer -
ence last more than one hour, there will be a charge of $10 for each hour or
fraction thereof. Should it be necessary for a conference to be held away from
the Architects’ office, there will be acharge of 7 cents a mile for transportation
or railroad fare, plus $6 per hour for time in transit and living expenses in-
curred. Charges for design or draftingwill alsobe at $ 10 per hour. This charge
will of course apply to all work done for out-of-town customers as well as for
local customers. When requested, these charges can be kept to a mutually
agreed-upon upset limit.

Landscaping and Interior Decoration — Techbuilt is able to furnish professional
services in boththesefields asdesired by the client. Charges will be made under
the same arrangement as for architectural services.

TEC#BUILT [HC.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING THE TECHBUILT HOUSE

: Can the house be built in states re-

quiring drawings signed by anarchitect
with a state registration?

. Carl Koch holds a certificate from the

National Architectural Registration
Board. As an architect for this house,
therefore, he can obtain a license in
any state where he does not already
have one.

: Will the TECHBUILT house pass the
building code in my town?

The TECHBUILT house is designed to
pass all the building codes inthe Boston
Metropolitan area, as antiquated as any
in the country. The structural system
has been developed and tested for the
U.S. Government Forests Products
Laboratory. It has been analyzed by
Albert Dietz, Registered Engineer.
Detailed structural analysis upon re-
quest.

: Is the house approved for FHA fi-
nancing ?

: We have not found it necessary to ob-
tain financing in the Boston area
through FHA. It is presently being pro-
cessed in Washington, however, as a
means of obtaining this informationfor
other areas.

: Is the house approved for Veterans'
Administration financing ?

: Yes. Two or three different TECH-

BUILT models have been approved for
the V.A. in the Boston area.

: What is the BTU requirement?

. It varies with different models but is

90,000 to 120,000 BTU.

: Will you deal with our building of-
ficials ?

: We are anxious to give you any assist-
ance we can from here including the
provision of detailed technicaldata, but
we cannot be responsible for dealing
with your building officials.

: How would you plan to ship panels?
Panels could be shipped by truck 500
miles and freight for longer distances.
: What about design patent infringe-
ments ?

: Our plans are copyrighted and the word
TECHBUILT is trademarked. Itisdif-

ficult to protect a design patent on a
house but we refer you to the August
1953 issue of “House and Home" (page
37) concerning the Cliff May house in-
fringements and his successful $ 50,000
suit.

: If officials object to exposed plywood

ceilings and two by four rafters ?

: You could increase the roof rafter to

two by six and leave the floor joists as
is, and build both roof and floor panels
conventionally at veryclose tothe same
price.

: If footings are required under poured

concrete walls ?

: We have place footings under concrete

block foundationwalls atthe same price
as poured walls without footings.

: What is the erection time ?

: It would take four men two days to

erect the shell.

: How many men at once would be needed

to raise the wall panels?

Four men would be required to lift the
roof beams and raise the wall sections
into place, and four men, preferably,
for sliding roof panels and floor panels
into place. Twomenwould be sufficient
for all other operations.

: What are the weights of the panels?

The roof is 3 lbs. per squarefoot. The
8x8 floor panels are between 250 and
300 1bs.

: Is thermopane advisable?

: We believe that it would take well more

than the life of the mortgage for the
price of thermopane to be paid for by
reduced heating costs. With the house
oriented so that the largest glass area
faces the sun, we believe that thermo-
pane is unnecessary. Good curtains
are more effective than thermopane,
and serve a double purpose.

: Could I have less window area in my

house ?

: Yes. The house canbe suppliedin sev-

eral variations with fewer window
panels.

: Can we have additional storage space?

Yes. The house is designed with good

. wall space for additional storage units.
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