'Modernist type
plateau homes
created by Fox
Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired

architect’s legacy lives on in area

BY DAN BROWN
Staff

His home designs need
to be seen with the naked
eye to be fully appreci-
ated.

And believed.

James Fox, a longtime
Cashiers-Highland pla-
teau resident and architect
in the style of the Frank
Lloyd Wright abstract,
died Nov. 24, 2017 at 77.

Fox’s home designs
pepper the mountains
from Highlands
to Sapphire, and
southern Jackson
County, and are as
much works of art
as they are func-
tional homes.

George Smart,
executive director
with, NC Mod-
ernist, a North Carolina
501C3 nonprofit archive
committed  to. document-

ing, preserving and pro-

moting residential Mod-
ernist architecture, said
Fox was one of the state’s
best kept secrets.

“James Fox was a very
humble man, who, almost
tragically, never promot-
ed himself or his firm,”
Smart said. “It’s a shame
that more of his designs
aren’t out there. He had a

* James Fox

very loyal local clientele.”
NC Modernist features

Fox and his home designs =

on its website www.nc-
modernist.org. The web-
site chronicles more than
1,400 North Carolina
Modernist homes and 300
architects on its website. -
“James Fox was one of
the most skilled architects
in North Carolina,” Smart
said. : -
Steve Hamm is a long-
time fan of James Fox
home designs and said
Fox built a house
keeping  nature
and local resourc-
es in mind.
“Whenever
he  approached
| a home project,
Jim Fox would
come out and do
a survey of the
property, looking at what
nature had given him to

- work with,” Ham said by
phone. “He had a Frank

Lloyd Wright approach.
He built a house with
nature in mind, and used
what - resources nature
provided for him. in his
designs and construc-
tion.”

Ham’s daughter, Mela-
nie, owns a James Fox

See FOX page 3
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