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N&O COMICS POLL

At share.triangle.com/comicsvote,
vote for your favorite comics.

www.newsobserver.com/home

h ome
o f
September’s profile of a well-designed living space
t h e m o n t h Take a look at a photo gallery at www.newsobserver.com, search home&garden.

the living area

The main living area is punctuated by two elements: a ﬂoating stair made from wood and salvaged steel and
a solid cedar box that houses the kitchen and bath on the entry level and the master bath above.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEFFREY JACOBS

The Home of the Month series is a collaborative effort with the N.C. State University College of Design through its Home Environments Design Initiative.
Featured homes, selected by an expert panel, highlight the beneﬁts of good home design and represent the diversity of homes and home renovations designed
by North Carolina architects. The articles, written by faculty, graduate students and alumni of the School of Architecture, bring to light the exemplary
attributes of each home. Our goal is to offer inspiration and knowledge that can be aplied to your living space.

A treehouse W
for grown-ups

BY DEE BLACKBURN
CORRESPONDENT

hen the client requested “something dramatic” and a desire to feel
as if she were “living in
the trees,” architect Frank Harmon of
Raleigh knew just how to begin. Harmon and his client and friend of 30
years, Lynda Strickland, began working on the design of her home in 2003.
The wooded, steeply sloped site provided rich fodder for the design. The
site conditions, along with the wonderful views to Crabtree Creek and
Strickland’s love of native birds,
served as the genesis for the design.

A bridge provides entry to the house, with its butterﬂy roof — a
feature Harmon refers to as the ‘Wright Flyer.’

Harmon decided to perch the house
above the site, using nine wood trusses
and 8x8 wooden braces on concrete columns to allow water to flow across the site
unimpeded.
“We knew we had to raise the house off
the ground and let the water flow under
it,” Harmon says. The laminated wood
trusses and braces set atop the concrete
columns are reminiscent of a treehouse as
the ground slopes away sharply below the
first floor. The foundation design and siting also allowed the house to be built without taking down any large trees. The site
is heavily wooded and is home to some
150-year-old beech and oak trees.

the project

Strickland-Ferris
Residence
architect
Frank Harmon
design team
Frank Harmon FAIA and Sarah Glee Queen, project manager, 706 Mountford Ave.,
Raleigh, (919) 829-9464
project location
Raleigh
square footage
1,800 heated, 450 unheated
key attribute
Living in the trees with a view
to Crabtree Creek
interior designer
Lynda Strickland
engineer
Richard Kaydos-Daniels

SEE TREEHOUSE, PAGE 4D

The beauty of ‘October Skies’
BY CATHERINE BOLLINGER

E

CORRESPONDENT

ven during last year’s drought, my Aromatic Aster bloomed for six weeks.
This year, it is already covered so
densely with inch-wide ﬂowers that you can
barely see the foliage.
The botanists have
changed the scientific name to SymphyotSnippings
richum oblongifolium
Seeds from your diary
‘October Skies,’ but
you’ll still find it in plenty of catalogs as Aster oblongifolium ‘October Skies.’ The cultivar name is the key, aptly describing the col-

or of the petals — a deep blue-lavender that
echoes the cloudless skies we relish in our
region this time of year.
The catalogs call this aster low-growing.
What it lacks in height (mine usually stay
around 2 feet), it makes up for in spread. In
my beds, its reach seems limited only by
how far I’m willing to let it creep, but its
spread is described as being between 1 and
3 feet.
It’s called Aromatic Aster because of the
spicy sweet fragrance of the leaves, reminding me of the old-fashioned chrysanthemums
of childhood gardens. Not only do the leaves
smell wonderful when crushed, but the oils
in the leaves also protect the plants from

deer predation. Even during last year’s
drought, when deer were eating anything
green, this aster was unmolested.
Honeybees and other pollinators love this
late bloomer too, making the spicy blue
mound hum from dawn to dusk. I like to sit
on my front deck on cool autumn afternoons
listening to the soothing song of bees and
inhaling the sweet spicy fragrance released
by the lingering heat of the setting sun.
Catherine Bollinger has been gardening
in the Triangle for more than 40 years.
Look for her diary entries every week or so.
Meanwhile, drop in your own garden snippings — words and pictures — at share.
triangle.com.

October Skies Aster is richly colored and aromatic.
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TREEHOUSE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1D

The upper ﬂoor houses the master suite, and a balcony
looks down onto the living space.

Master suite
Balcony
Open to the
floor below

Upper level

➤

Entry bridge

N

Kitchen

Living
room

Studio

Terrace

Lower level

Visitors approaching from the
south enter on a bridge. The entry view of the house accentuates the butterfly roof, a feature
Harmon refers to as the “Wright
Flyer.” The gutter that runs
along the valley of this bold roof
returns water to a collection system on the south side.
The south side of the house is
relatively closed, with only a few
carefully placed windows and a
clerestory running below the
entire roof, allowing light to
enter and creating the sense
that the roof is
floating.
Opaque walls
wrap the east
Architect
and west faFrank
çades, cradling
Harmon
the
interior
spaces much
as the forest cradles the house
itself. Harmon placed the window openings carefully to enhance natural ventilation by capturing
the
southwesterly
breezes. Deep overhangs help
shade the interior and shelter
the windows where necessary.
In contrast to the more closed
elevations, the house opens generously to the north, using horizontal steel members and glass
that stretches from floor to ceiling and is 27 feet tall at its highest point. The delineation between inside and outside is
blurred as the house opens onto
a stunning view of the forest and
creek in the distance. Natural
light floods the interior, so very
little artificial lighting is
needed.
The open floor plan of the
main living area is punctuated
by two elements: a floating stair
made from wood and salvaged
steel and a more solid cedar
“box.” This box houses the
kitchen and bath on the entry
level and the master bath above
and is positioned to allow circulation to either side. The vertical
application of cedar siding on
this piece strengthens the over-

all verticality of the interior of
the house and plays against the
views that expand horizontally
into the landscape.
The upper floor houses the
master suite, and a balcony looks
down onto the living space.
Many of the structural steel columns are revealed, mimicking
the pattern of the trees just beyond the glass façade. Cherry
wood floors and laminated wood
beams soften the interior where
the steel structure of the house

GARDENGOINGSON

WORKSHOPS, CLASSES AND TOURS IN THE AREA.

EVENTS
FALL PLANT AND CRAFT FESTIVAL 9
a.m. today. Sarah P. Duke Gardens,
426 Anderson St., Durham. 684-3698.
COMMUNITY DRUMMING & HOOLA
HOOP DANCING Extra drums and
hoops provided. 11 a.m. today. Garden Hut, 1004 Old Honeycutt Road,
Fuquay-Varina. Free. 552-0590. www.

nelsasgardenhut.com.

BROWN SIDE DOWN How to prepare
planting areas and build healthy soil.
1:30 p.m. Thursday. $30. Swiftbrook
Gardens, 5508 Swiftbrook Circle,
Raleigh.
828-2015. http://gardener-

bynature.com.

MAKING HYPERTUFA CONTAINERS Ging
McCay on how to make a lightweight
planter using a mixture of common
materials. 2 p.m. today. Garden Hut,
1004 Old Honeycutt Rd., Fuquay-Varina. Free; registration requested.
552-0590.

Taking a vacation? Call us in advance to have your N&O
delivered to an area school instead of to you. We’ll double your donation, and provide kids with papers every
day you’re gone.

1 800 522 4205

RALEIGH GARDEN CLUB Lucy Bradley
will discuss landscape design with

The delineation between
inside and
outside is
blurred as
the house
opens onto
a stunning
view to the
forest and
creek in the
distance.
The house
opens generously to the
north, using
horizontal
steel members and
glass that
stretches
from ﬂoor
to ceiling;
the glass is
27 feet at
its highest
point.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEFFREY
JACOBS

sustainability in mind. 11 a.m. Monday. N.C. State University Club, 4200
Hillsborough St., Raleigh. 325-1510.
FALL PLANT SALE Proceeds go to the
horticultural scholarships and local
charities. 8 a.m. Oct. 4. JC Raulston
Arboretum, 4415 Beryl Road, Raleigh.
515-3132. www.ncsu.edu/project/pialphaxi.
CAROLINA CLASSIC YOUNG KOI SHOW
Hosted by the North Carolina Koi and
Watergarden Society, 1 p.m. Oct. 10, 9
a.m. Oct. 11, 9 a.m. Oct. 12. Cary Towne
Center, 1105 Walnut St., Cary. Free.
467-0145. www.carolinaclassickoishow.com.
CREATING YOUR DREAM KITCHEN
Seminars, 7:30 p.m. Oct 9, 16, 30 and
Nov. 6, and 9:30 a.m. Oct 18 and Nov.
1. Cederberg Kitchens & Additions,
630 Weaver Dairy Road, Suite 106,
Chapel Hill. Free. 967-1171. www.ced-

erbergkitchens.com.

TOURS
PLANT WALK With Nelsa Cox 10 a.m. today. Garden Hut, 1004 Old Honeycutt

is exposed.
The client served as the interior designer on the project. Harmon notes, “Lynda has exquisite
taste; there are few houses that
get better with time. Every architect should have that
blessing.”
In every way, the house shows
deference to its site. It also
draws its power from the site
through the strong form of the
roof and the lifting of the house
above the landscape. The interi-

Road, Fuquay-Varina. Free; registration requested. 552-0590.
GUIDED GARDEN WALK 10 a.m. Saturdays. Niche Gardens, 1111 Dawson
Road, Chapel Hill. Free. 967-0078.
TOUR THE BOTANICAL GARDEN’S PLANT
COLLECTIONS 10 a.m. Saturdays. N.C.
Botanical Garden, U.S. 15-501 Bypass
and Old Mason Farm Road, Chapel
Hill. Free.
GUIDED TOURS 2 p.m. Sundays. JC
Raulston Arboretum, 4415 Beryl
Road, Raleigh. 515-3132.
MONTROSE GARDENS TOUR By appointment only. 10 a.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays. $10. Montrose Garden, 320 St. Mary’s Road, Hillsborough. 732-7787.
GARDEN TOUR AT FEARRINGTON 10:30
a.m. Wednesday. Fearrington House,
2000 Fearrington Village, Pittsboro.
$15-$30. Reservations are required.
542-2121.
BIRD WALK With Cynthia Fox 8 a.m. Oct
4. Doris Duke Center, 426 Anderson
St., Durham. Free. 668-1707.
HOMEGROWN FARM TOUR Visit five

or materials and spaces give the
sense that the house both cradles
the occupants and thrusts them
out into the forest. The house
clearly embodies the client’s desires and meets the time-tested
standards of firmness, commodity and, most of all, delight.
Dee Blackburn has a bachelor
of architecture degree from N.C.
State University. She designs
custom homes and small commercial projects from her ﬁrm
in Charlotte.

farms in southern Alamance County
and have dinner at the Cattleman’s
Association Shelter, 1 p.m. today. Agricultural Tour and Dinner, 800 N. Main
St, Graham. $15 per person, includes
dinner; children younger than 12 free.
(336) 226-2477. www.acfarmbureau.com.

MASTER GARDENERS
ADVICE FROM THE N.C. BOTANICAL
GARDEN Noon to 1 p.m. weekdays.
N.C. Botanical Garden, U.S. 15-501
Bypass and Old Mason Farm Road,
Chapel Hill. 962-0522.
MASTER GARDENERS OF ORANGE
COUNTY Noon to 2 p.m. Wednesdays
and Fridays. N.C. Botanical Garden,
U.S. 15-501 Bypass and Old Mason
Farm Road, Chapel Hill. 962-0522.
DURHAM COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 9 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays. Durham County Cooperative Extension
Office, 721 Foster St., Durham. 5600528.
MASTER GARDENERS OF WAKE COUNTY
9 a.m.-noon, 1-4 p.m. weekdays. 4001E Carya Drive, Raleigh. 250-1084.

Our New Fall Fabrics, Trims, Accessories,
Rugs and Furniture HaveArrived!

support

Out
reach ‘08

JOIN US IN HELPING OTHERS IN NEED.

LET US INSTALL YOUR NEW WINDOWS!

fREE WINDOW EvaLUaTION!
CaLL 919.926.5047
Supplying such vendors as:

www.stockbuildingsupply.com

Between September 27th and October 31st,
Printers Alley is proudly partnering with the Food Banks of
Central and Eastern North Carolina out of Raleigh to provide relief
to others in need. Simply bring in a minimum donation
of 5 canned or other food items and receive

a chance to win a $500 Printers Alley gift card .*
*see store for details

Much-needed items include: Canned meats, stews and soups,
canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, rice, pasta and dried beans
and peanut butter in plastic jars.

available

One Block off Hwy. 70
5910 DURALEIGH ROAD • 919-781-1777
M-F 10-6 • SAT 10-5 • printers-alley.com
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