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WHITE HOUSE WATCH
What look will the presidential
mansion take on once the Obama
family moves in? Page 5D

www.newsobserver.com/home

h ome
o f
November’s profile of a well-designed living space
t h e m o n t h Take a look at a photo gallery at www.newsobserver.com, search home&garden.

Give the
gift that
keeps on
seeding
BY M AUREEN GILMER
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

M

The ground-ﬂoor portion of the addition to this 1939 home extends
toward the backyard from the existing kitchen and is ﬂooded with natural light
by windows facing the south and west.

the kitchen & family room

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY FRED JERNIGAN

The Home of the Month series is a collaborative effort with the N.C. State University College of Design through its Home Environments Design
Initiative. Featured homes, selected by an expert panel, highlight the beneﬁts of good home design and represent the diversity of homes and home
renovations designed by North Carolina architects. The articles, written by faculty, graduate students and alumni of the School of Architecture,
bring to light the exemplary attributes of each home. Our goal is to offer inspiration and knowledge that can be applied to your living space.

Renovation in a whole new light
BY WENDY R EDFIELD
CORRESPONDENT

W

DURHAM
hen architect Fred Jernigan and his wife,
Sharon, decided their family needed more
space, more light and one more bathroom,
they faced a predicament shared by many
residents of older homes in older neighborhoods: Should the family move or stay and renovate?
After looking at larger homes in the area, they quickly
determined that they liked their neighborhood and loved
their well-built, four-square, 1939 house. They further realized that modifying their existing home would be much
more affordable than purchasing a new one of equal
quality.
They have seen the growing trend of “tear-downs” of existing houses in their neighborhood to make room for much
larger homes on the same lots, but the Jernigans say they
never considered this a necessary or appropriate option.
The house sits on 0.18 acres in the historic downtown
Durham neighborhood of Trinity Park. A narrow greenway
maintained by the city runs along the rear of the lot, providing an unusual atmosphere of lushness and privacy in an
area characterized by closely spaced houses and urban density. The original house featured four main rooms on each
floor: two at the front, facing the street, and two at the
back, facing the backyard.
Like others similar in layout and age, this house was a

For the large openings that connect the
addition to the backyard, Hardi-panels
were used instead of the wood siding on
the existing part of the house.

the project
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architect
Fred Jernigan, AIA;
781-8582, fjernigan@
smithsinnett.com
Project location
1421 Woodland Drive,
Durham
Square feet
2,200 heated,
270 unheated
Budget
$100,000 (for renovation and 500-square-foot
addition)
Key attributes
Light; opening up to
outdoors; renovation in
historic neighborhood
Contractor
New South Building Co.,
1605 Skye Drive, Chapel Hill

SEE RENOVATION, PAGE 3D
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SEE SEEDS, PAGE 2D
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y
black
hollyhock
taught me a lot about
seed saving.
It grew each year from a clump
of seedlings into towering stalks
decked with such deep purple
flowers that they border on near
black. The flowers were grown
from seeds gleaned from the
gardens of Thomas Jefferson’s
Monticello and remain today my
easiest and most fertile plant.
When the flowers fade, the
hollyhock produces quarter-size
rings
of
GIFT GUIDE
t i g h t l y
packed, flat, Look for other
round seeds. ideas in Friday’s
Bound in a Weekend section.
papery outer
covering, they remain on the
stalk until they ripen from green
to gray, then the whole thing collapses and seeds are scattered
naturally for the next year. I collect them just before this
disintegration.
These plants grow so easily
from seed that I give a good percentage of them away as holiday
gifts to fellow gardeners. This
heirloom variety, grown in an
organic garden, is a truly “green”
holiday gift from my garden.
Once the seeds are collected, I
use two types of containers. The
first is for long-term storage,
and the second is an attractive
container used for gifts.
The gift jars can be free or
nearly so if you know how to
spot them. My favorites for the
black hollyhock are the small
English-jam jars from upscale
hotel breakfast trays. These are
tiny, about the size of a golf ball
and terribly cute, with beautifully colored lids. Because they are
fully transparent after I soak off
the paper labels, it’s easy to tell
at a glance what seeds they contain and how much.
Using small recycled glass jars
— whether spice bottles, babyfood jars or cosmetics containers
— helps the environment by reducing landfill burdens. Plus, they
give my gifts a unique look. Jars
help ensure that the seeds remain
fresh and airtight until spring.
Keeping seeds fresh is important to their longevity. Moisture,
rot or mildew can steal their viability. When a jar doesn’t seal
tightly, you need to create a soft
gasket between the lid and jar
rim, just as the rubber does on a
Mason jar. Cut your own gaskets
out of food wrap, discarded balloons or inner tubes. A gasket
should fit like a doughnut over
the jar rim yet be sized to allow
the lid to seal itself properly.
How you present your gift will
have a lot to do with the way it’s
received.
I think my hollyhock seeds are
something quite special, and I

Many perennials produce
seeds that are easy to
harvest and ideal for giving.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MAUREEN GILMER
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RENOVATION

Kitchen

Master

Existing

Bedroom

Renovation

Guest

Addition

Bath
Dressing

Family

Bedroom
Living
Existing

collection of discrete, introverted rooms that didn’t relate well
to each other or to the outdoors.
In addition to adding room, a
primary goal of the project was
to create living space that
opened the house to its surroundings. An additional specific goal of the project was to
eliminate the need for the couple
to share their bathroom with
their young son.
The solution, devised by project owner and architect Fred
Jernigan, was to build a two-story,
500square -foot
addition onto
the back of the
house
—
about
250
square
feet
per floor. On
the
ground
floor this creArchitect
ated a sunny
Fred
family room
Jernigan
that opens to
the kitchen. A
spacious new master bath and
dressing area was added to the
second floor.
The family room, which is two
steps down from the kitchen,
has 9„-foot ceilings (compared
to 8-foot ceilings in the rest of
the house), large windows to the
south and west facing the backyard, a wood floor and built-in
wooden shelves. It adjoins the
kitchen through a large opening
in which a small bar-height counter is placed. The kitchen, renovated previously with new appliances, Schrock maple cabinetry
and granite countertops, received ceramic tile floors at the
time of the addition.
Upstairs, closets that had
filled dormer windows in the
master bedroom, blocking light
and air, were removed, making
way for the new master bath and
dressing area. The dressing area
has a built-in cast Corian slabtopped vanity and two sinks.
The bathroom is spacious and
light and features colorful tiled
walls, a large corner whirlpool
tub and thoughtfully placed windows and a skylight that provide
ample light but maintain
privacy.
The Jernigans, like many families undertaking home renovations, continued to live in their
home during construction. “It
was camping for three months,”
Fred Jernigan says. And Sharon
Jernigan recalls the discomfort
of never knowing when workers
might turn up, when they would
leave or whom one might discover working in the house upon arriving home. “I would sit in the
car to get private time, or to
make a phone call,” she recalls.
One workman in particular did a
wonderful job but often started
work at 6 a.m. and continued until 10 or 10:30 at night.
All clients of home renovations have cautionary tales, and
architects aren’t immune. One
evening the family returned to
the substantially completed renovation after a hockey game and
found a balloon of wet paint
hanging from the addition’s
ground-floor ceiling. A nail had

Addition

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1D

Dining

Second floor

First floor

The new family room is two steps lower than the kitchen
and adjoins it through a wide opening and shared counter.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY FRED JERNIGAN

pierced a plumbing pipe, saturating the bathroom floor and family-room ceiling below with water. The newly painted ceiling
had to be removed to find the

leak and then replaced.
Fred Jernigan says he learned
a lot from this project. In his professional practice, he works primarily on large public buildings.

He says that his professional experience has given him the ability and determination to do
something good on a tight budget and that he has always been
sensitive in the use of color and
light. These were valuable qualifications when it came to designing his own home renovation.
The architect knew where not to
scrimp (he used high- quality
Pozzi wood windows), and he
bought as many fixtures and materials as possible from local and
independent distributors.
Jernigan’s careful budgeting
and design acumen paid off: A
recent assessment of the home
confirmed that the value added
exceeded the renovation construction costs.
More important, the resulting
spaces have substantially enhanced the family’s use of the
home. The new family room has
become a hub of social activity
when the family entertains as

The skylight and windows were positioned to give the
bathroom plenty of sunlight while preserving privacy.

well as a quiet place to bring a
book and enjoy the sun and
views alone. A new wood deck
and stair connect this room to
the backyard, making the outdoors much more accessible.
However, despite the careful
setting of project goals and
thoughtful design process, one
thing hasn’t changed: young Ben

 





Jernigan still takes most of his
baths in his parents’ bathroom
in the big whirlpool tub. Who
could blame him?
Wendy Redﬁeld is an associate
professor of architecture at N.C.
State and a registered architect in the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

  

   

 
  
   
  
    

 
 

    
 
 
 
    
   
  



  

 

  
  
 
 
  


Siding • Windows • Patio Rooms

Local Company • Personal Service • Factory Trained Installers

CALL TODAY
AND SAVE!

 



        
   
   

    





        
    
    

Vinyl Siding • Rooﬁng • Shutters •Gutters • Windows
Vinyl Railings • Entry Doors • Patio Rooms

919-688-5006
1-800-966-8001
•Shutters

•Vinyl Siding

•Gutters

•Windows

•Rooﬁng

641 S. New Hope Road

•Garage Doors

•Vinyl Railings

•Entry Doors

SAME DAY WOOD REFINISHING
CABINETS, FLOORS, STAIRS, DOORS, TRIM

Unlike typical
wood reﬁnishing,
the NHance
revolutionary
system allows
you a dust free
house within
24 hours,
no mess.

•NO DUST
Taking a vacation? Call
us in advance to have
your N&O delivered to
an area school instead
of to you. We’ll double
your donation, and
provide kids with
papers every day
you’re gone. What an
easy and cost-effective
way to contribute to a
worthy cause.
1 800 522 4205

•NO MESS

Kingsford Windows
and Doors Qualify
for the ENERGY BILL
TAX CREDIT.

•NO ODOR

1347 AVONDALE DRIVE, DURHAM

Call 919-570-2036

www.kingsfordvinylsiding.com

33% OFF 33% OFF

Vinyl Siding
Act today, Receive 4 Pairs
of shutters FREE

*Expires 12/31/08. All discounts apply to our MSRP. Sorry
no adjustments to prior sale. Not valid with any other offer
or discount. Coupon good only on initial visit.

Vinyl Replacement
Windows
Act today, Receive FREE
Storm Door

*Expires 12/31/08. All discounts apply to our MSRP. Sorry
no adjustments to prior sale. Not valid with any other offer
or discount. Coupon good only on initial visit.

FREE
5PiecePatio Set

For First 10 Customer
to Respond

with purchase of complete room
*Expires 12/31/08. All discounts apply to our MSRP. Sorry
no adjustments to prior sale. Not valid with any other offer
or discount. Coupon good only on initial visit.

300 OFF

$

FIBERGLASS
ENTRY DOORS
(St. Jane Brass Collection)

*Expires 12/31/08. All discounts apply MSRP.
Sorry no adjustments to pror sale. Noy valid with any
other offer discount. Coupon good on initial visit.

for a free
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Our customer and
environmentally
friendly results will
WOW you.

estimate with up
to a $300 discount
on your project.

Serving the Entire Triangle Area

Go to www.nhance.com/trianglenc for before/after photos!
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Customer
Satisfaction
Guarantee.

C M Y K

