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June’s profile of a well-designed living space
h ome
o f
a look at a photo gallery of the home
t h e m o n t h Take
at www.newsobserver.com, search ‘home.’

naturally
connected
Silk Hope home integrates inside and out
to make the most of an efficient space
Home of the Month, a collaboration with N.C. State University’s College of Design, shows possibilities for constructing
a living space built with homeowners’ living patterns and preferences in mind. Each month, we profile a new home,
selected by an expert panel, from designs by area architects. The goal: to offer inspiration and knowledge that can
be applied to any living space.
BY MARSHALL DUNLAP
GUEST COLUMNIST

SILK HOPE
olling, forested hills and farmlands along Silk Hope Road
are populated by tobacco
barns, general stores guarding sedate crossroads and the
surviving homesteads of centuries
past and present.

r

Although a well-kept Victorian house
a mile north of Silk Hope catches the
eye, another site not far behind quickly
steals attention. Framed by a mature
stand of trees at the crest of a rising
field, an unusual structure — one isn’t initially sure whether it’s a house
— blends into the landscape yet is
nearly impossible to miss. Welcome to
the Campbell Residence.

Architects commonly struggle with
whether to blend a new home into its
surroundings or make an eye-catching statement. Siler City architect Hal
Lindley managed to achieve both
ideals in his design for a modest, modern residence in rural Chatham
County.
SEE CAMPBELL, PAGE 5E

the project
the

campbell residence
architect | Hal Lindley
location | Silk Hope
beds/baths | 2/2
completion | 2003
square footage | 1,872 heated, 1,800 unheated
cost | $240,000
key design concepts | Efficient use of space
and openness to the outdoors

the great room

Half of the interior of the Campbell Residence is incorporated into a single open space, integrating
kitchen, dining and living spaces. With the ability to open the house up in every direction, the multiple
doors also allow owner Tom Campbell to take advantage of cross breezes to condition his home naturally when weather permits.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF HAL LINDLEY

15

ways to leave your garden
How to get your plants ready for your vacation

BY BETH BOTTS
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ometime this summer, chances
are you’re going to go on vacation. But what about your plants?
How will they live without you?
Their major enemies will be heat
and moisture loss. But with some planning, you can be pretty confident that
you will not come back to a garden or
houseplant graveyard.
1. Choose survivor plants.
If you know you are going to be
away for a week or more this summer,
don’t plant thirsty things such as impatiens. Smart owners of weekend

S

homes who often leave their plants for
weeks at a time rely on drought-tolerant species such as black-eyed Susans
(rudbeckia) and coneflowers (echinacea), according to Linda Patejdl, coowner of the Sawyer Garden Center in
Sawyer, Mich. The most durable and
resilient houseplants for frequent travelers are cacti, succulents and plants
with stiff, fleshy leaves such as sansevieria and rubber trees, says Marion
Parry, owner of A New Leaf in
Chicago.
2. Use large containers.
The larger the container, the better. A large soil volume, such as a half

whiskey barrel, will hold moisture
longer, while a 1-gallon pot on a hot
day will dry out by noon, says Mike
McGrath, host of the NPR and Sirius
garden show “You Bet Your Garden”
(which can be heard at www.WHYY.org).
And put those large pots on wheeled
trays or trolleys so you will be able to
move them into the shade. Hanging
baskets are especially vulnerable, so a
year when you plan a long vacation
might be the year to skip them.
3. Avoid porous pots.
Terra-cotta pots and hanging baskets
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SEE VACATION, PAGE 4E
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Coneflowers
are drought
tolerant and
can be left to
fend for
themselves
while you’re
out of town.
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CAMPBELL

Clamp down
on humidity

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1E

Completed in 2003, the Campbell Residence combines an unobtrusive exterior of natural siding and a forest green metal roof
with an architectural form that is
distinctive from the region’s traditional housing stock.
Owner Tom
Campbell said
his priority was
to “downsize
rather than to
follow an assumed set of
rules.”
Hal Lindley
Lindley
was project
agreed,
“The
architect.
goal was to
serve Tom’s day-to-day needs without wasting any square footage.
“It was critical to provide
panoramic views of the property
from everywhere within the home
while designing the spaces to respond to the owner’s specific
lifestyle,” the architect said.
If these ideas sound familiar,
they should. Lindley and Campbell were enthusiastic about many
of the concepts that underlie architect Sarah Susanka’s “Not So
Big House” movement. Susanka’s
residential designs and writings,
emphasizing efficiently crafted
use of space, have become something of a phenomenon and provided plenty of inspiration for the
Campbell Residence.

BY JESSIE MILLIGAN
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

hould you crank up your
air conditioner when the
house feels a bit stuffy?
Not so fast.
Early summer can be the most
humid months, with 80 percent
to 90 percent humidity outside.
Indoors, humidity levels of 30
percent to 50 percent are considered comfortable.
The temptation is to crank up
the AC when it feels stuffy inside. AC does help drop humidity, and the humidity that remains isn’t nearly as bothersome
when the air temperature is cool
But there are less-expensive
ways to make the indoors more
livable.
Try these four steps to help
control humidity:
1. Check humidity levels
Indoor humidity levels higher
than 50 percent can cause
mildew, condensation, mold,
pest damage and allergies.
Digital weather stations, costing from $50 upward, monitor
indoor humidity and are available at hardware and home improvement stores, including
Home Depot and Lowe’s. You’ll
know if you are at safe levels,
plus there will be no more debating the indoor “stuffiness”
with your spouse.
2. Try some low-cost steps
Reduce water use in your
home on muggy days. The more
water you use, the more water
will be in the air.
Turn on bathroom, kitchen
and laundry room fans when
those rooms are in use. They’ll
move excess water outside.

S

Indoors, outdoors meld
It’s immediately apparent to see
how Lindley connected the inside
and outside. A deep, shaded porch
wraps around the house, providing a colonnaded buffer that provides shelter from the sun and other
elements. In truth, this space is not
so much a porch as it is an extension of the interior. Consider the
square footage. The house has
1,872 square feet of interior heated
space and 1,800 square feet of exterior porch, all of which is engaged
under the same low-pitch roof and
separated by walls dominated by
immense sliding-glass doors.
“We wanted access to the porch
from every part of the home,” Lindley emphasizes, “so we wrapped
the interior with openings.”
Campbell finds the glass “walls”
perfect. “It’s like living outdoors
— wherever I am in the house I
can look around and feel like I’m
out walking in this incredible natural environment.”
Still, the use of glass, if carelessly designed, can prove a nightmare for energy-conscious owners. Wary of rising financial and
environmental costs of heating
and cooling, Campbell wanted a
home that would be comfortable
and energy-efficient.
To ensure this, Lindley chose
heavy triple-pane glass for all doors
and windows. He also crafted the dimensions of the wraparound porch
to work with the sun in all seasons.
On the critical south face of the
home, the glazing is shaded from direct sunlight during the summer,
while in the winter, the sun’s lower
position in the sky bathes the interior with light and warmth.
With the ability to open the
house up in every direction, the
multiple doors also allow Campbell to take advantage of cross
breezes to cool his home naturally when weather permits.
“My energy bills have been absolutely minimal, and I can’t imagine a more comfortable home,”
he says.

Take your houseplants outdoors for the summer. Water
taken in at the roots passes
through the leaves and into the
air.
3. Buy a dehumidifier
Few differences exist between
major brand-name portable dehumidifiers, “Consumer Reports” says. It recommends buying the largest-capacity
dehumidifier you can afford. A
small dehumidifier pulls about
25 pints of water out of the air
in 24 hours; a large one draws
out about 50 pints. “Consumer
Reports” says the large one gets
quicker results.
Remember that once you buy
a dehumidifier, you also have to
take care of it by emptying the
water-collecting bucket every
day.
For lower electric use, look
for a dehumidifier with the Energy Star label. They use about
20 percent less electricity than
a conventional model.
Portable dehumidifiers cost
$140 to $300 depending on size.
4. Do a construction check
Make sure the clothes dryer is
vented to the outside; damp air
will raise indoor humidity levels.
Control plumbing leaks. The
water evaporates into the air.
Outdoor water use raises indoor
humidity levels, so check for
leaks inside and outside.
Make sure the house is properly insulated. Insulation will
keep outdoor dampness from
coming in, and it will breathe
enough to let moisture out.
SOURCES: TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY,
CONSUMER REPORTS

the porch

A deep, shaded porch wraps around the Campbell Residence. The exterior porch has almost as much square
footage as the interior of the house (1,800 outside, 1,872 inside). A low-pitch
roof and walls dominated by immense sliding-glass doors unite it all.

DAY LILIES!!!
HOSTAS!!!
More advancement has been made in
hybridizing DAY LILIES than in any other
flower. You are cordially invited
to see 1,000 in our garden.
--Totally re-done to exhibit newest
introductions of every
U.S. famous hybridizer.
1,600 HOSTA varieties on sale.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HAL LINDLEY

Flexible and sociable

SEE IT ONLINE

Campbell, a teacher, says his
home is a popular gathering spot
for his friends. Lindley’s wellthought-out design takes such socializing into consideration.
Fully half of the home’s interior, devoted to the kitchen, dining and living spaces, is incorporated into a single open space. A
generous kitchen island anchors
one end; on the other is a grand
piano that one can easily imagine entertaining a houseful of visitors.
“It’s a party house, for sure!”
Campbell beams.
The rest of the interior consists
of two modest bedrooms, each
with its own bath. Of the two, the
master is distinguished by a more
generous bathing area and one of
Campbell’s favorite perks, a small
sauna.
The second bedroom is designed
for several purposes — while it
functions as a study, it can also
provide accommodations for
overnight guests.
Campbell could not be more
pleased with his home’s arrangement.
“It reflects my lifestyle precisely,

Go to newsobserver.com to see
more photos of the Campbell
Residence, the Home of the Month for
June.

without an inch of wasted space,”
he says.

The house of a lifetime
Campbell is further pleased that
his house is designed for a lifetime. The single-story open plan
with easy circulation allows for
wheelchair access should it ever
be needed.
With durability a priority, Lindley took a creative approach in
selecting his materials. While the
exterior walls use natural cypress
siding, the columns supporting
the roof around the entire porch
consist of inventively crafted pressure-treated lumber.
Taking extra caution to prevent
long-term decay, Lindley designed
the columns to float above their
foundation by using galvanized
steel connections to the concrete
below.
The concrete is employed as far

more than an underlying structural element. The entire home, in
fact, rests upon a concrete slab
floor that extends to the exterior
porch, uniting the interior and
exterior spaces across the threshold of the glass doors.
Not only does the concrete provide a cost-efficient, low-maintenance and extremely durable
floor, it serves as an inadvertent
work of art. Poured early on, the
surface became a canvas for the
activities and materials of a construction site — clay, tool marks,
boot prints — before it was
sealed and polished.
Though it is perhaps the most
accidental of the fine touches incorporated into the design of
Campbell’s residence, this mosaic
display of the house’s earliest formative stages will last for a lifetime. And that’s precisely what
he wanted.
Marshall Dunlap is a
2004 graduate of the
master’s program in
architecture at N.C. State
University’s College of Design.
He is the owner and operator
of Dunlap Design and
Construction.

ROSES

Powell’s Gardens

BUY 1, GET 1
FREE!

9468 Hwy. 70 East, Princeton
Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Rose Bed Installation
Free Estimate – Call Now!

Daylilies
1000
Cultivars

Lakeview
Daylily
Farm

Design & Planting of Rose Gardens
Year Round Care • Premium Roses
& Products since 1951
3312 Watkins Rd. Durham • Mon-Sat 9-5
witherspoonrose.com • 800-643-0315

1000 Benson Road
Rt. 50 S. in Garner
1/2 mile South of Rt. 70

know personal finance

Fri-Sun 9-4
919-413-5169 or 919-362-1436
www.weston-farms.com

Work & Money, Sunday

THE
MULCH MASTERS
MA S TERS
Homeowners, Landscapers
Hardwood Bark Mulch
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HUG S ALE!!

7-607

Pick-up and Delivery

Two area locations serving the Triangle
North Raleigh
10200 Durant Rd.

se habla español
919-676-0031

Porch

Apex/Cary
1508 N. Salem St.

919-467-1696

Proud Member

w w w. t h e m u l c h m a s t e r s . c o m
Closet

Utility

Kitchen

Cool Summer Color!

CALADIUMS

4” Pots were $4.99...NOW $2.99
6” Pots were $9.99...NOW $5.99

Bedroom/
den

Dining

Brand N
Shipmen ew
t!

Closed Wed. to observe
4th of July Holiday
Hall

707 Semart Dr.,
Raleigh, NC 828-5337
SUMMER HOURS!
Mon-Fri 9:00-6:00 • Sat 8-6
Visit Our Website For A More Complete Listing! www.logantrd.com

Bath
Bath

Living

Bedroom/
den

COURTYARD SALE!

Music
room

Saturday, June 30 & Sunday, July 1st Only!

Foyer

BIG
TREES

Closet

Entry
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New Summer
Hours

ROLESVILLE
POST
NURSERY
5 MILES
540

540

Retail Garden Center

Post Nursery

RALEIGH

CAPITAL BLVD.

The owner’s priority was to
“downsize rather than to
follow an assumed set of rules.” The architect
agreed, providing a plan to ‘serve … day-to-day
needs without wasting any square footage.’

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

☞

Both of the
Campbell
Residence bedrooms have a bathroom. Of
the two, the master is distinguished by a
more generous bathing area and one of
Campbell’s favorite perks, a small sauna.

the plan

20

Select Shrubs

We Will Be Closed Wednesday, July 4th
Call for Varieties
& Availability Check Out Our

the bathroom

10

25% OFF

HWY 401
(LOUISBURG RD.)

554-4002

41⁄2 ACRES OF THE BEST LOCALLY-GROWN PLANTS SELECTED FOR YOU
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