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‘Scapes:
What’s happening
at the old Durham
Hosiery Mill?
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July’s profile of a well-designed living space
Take a look at a photo gallery of the home at www.newsobserver.com, search ‘home.’

the sneak-away

Barbara Myers’ tiny weekend home on a bluff overlooking Core Sound suits her vision. ‘Most people come to
the coast and clear it down and put some big thing up,’ she says. ‘I wanted to be in nature, in the trees. Ultrasimple and ultra-intimate. I wanted a place you could go to and feel secluded, and like you were a part of the landscape.’
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BARBARA MYERS

small space, big views
Home of the Month, a collaboration with the N.C. State College of Design, shows possibilities for constructing a living space built with homeowners’ living patterns and
preferences in mind. Each month we profile a new home, selected by an expert panel, from designs by area architects. The goal: to offer inspiration and knowledge that
can be applied to any living space.
BY MICHAEL WAGNER

the project

GUEST COLUMNIST

CARTERET COUNTY
dense grove of live oaks occupies the bluff
overlooking Core Sound where the modest
weekend home sits. The house — tiny by
most standards, at less than 800 square
feet — blends into the landscape so well it
nearly disappears below the fluttering green canopy.
Yet lining the edges of its gables is a thick band
of turquoise, showing that this is not an ordinary
home, but a weekend cottage by the sea.
It was with this almost fanciful attitude that
Raleigh architect David Maurer and his client, Barbara Myers, approached the project more than three
years ago when they first met to discuss a weekend
house for Myers and her husband, Eddy. Barbara Myers had been thinking about the design almost from
the day she and her husband bought the property.
“When I first saw the property, I just thought it
was a fantasy land,” Myers says. “I started drawing
it in bed that very night.”
With a single magazine cutout of what to her
seemed like the ideal weekend house, a head full of
ideas, and her own hand-drawn floor plans sketched
on graph paper, Myers approached Maurer with
her vision.
“Most people come to the coast and clear it down
and put some big thing up,” Myers explains. “I
wanted to be in nature, in the trees. Ultra-simple and

the

atlantic
sneak-away

a

SEE ATLANTIC, PAGE 3E

architect |
David S. Maurer
226 E. Martin St.,
Raleigh
Phone: 829-4969
E-mail: david@maurerarchitecture.com
location |
Carteret County
square footage | 706
heated, 317 unheated

the sleeping nook

Myers drew inspiration from
the compactness of a ship’s
cabin. That feeling is re-created in this queen-size bed nook, which
has seaside views through a long horizontal window.

key design concept |
Very small, modest
weekend beach house;
clever use of space
that can sleep up to
eight; lots of outdoor
deck space to enjoy
views.

Secret gardens prepare to open up
f you don’t have your vacation passport, it’s not too late. That is, if slipping inside the gates of some of the
most beautiful private gardens in the
country is your ideal. A garden paradise is
as close as a Garden Conservancy Open
Days ticket. This year, five of the gardens
are close to home — inside Raleigh’s
Beltline.
The New York-based Garden Conservancy Open Days Program opens private
gardens for public tours to raise money to
help the Conservancy secure the future of
significant and historic gardens across the
country. In North Carolina, the JC
Raulston Arboretum, Montrose in Hills-

I

borough and the Elizabeth Lawrence garden in
Charlotte benefit from
the Garden
Conservancy’s legal,
financial and horticultural resources.
The Raleigh gardeners
allowed me to preview
them — even as they
ready for their
Carol Stein make
Open Days on Sept. 22
and 23. Today and in
August and September, I’ll share what
tourists and garden geeks from all points of
the compass are traveling to Raleigh to see.

THE
GRAPEVINE

Today, we’ll explore two gardens that share
European influences.

A touch of Wales
Katharine and Nick Davies and their two
teenage daughters are transplants from
Wales. Their home on Hertford Street is a
blend of Southern charm and Old World
ambiance. “For me a garden is a place to
feel the Earth’s heartbeat and rhythms,”
Katharine said. “It helps center me. ... I like
to associate my garden as a safe environment full of wonder and delight.”

A Welsh dragon finds a home in the garden of Nick
and Katharine Davies in Raleigh.

SEE GRAPEVINE, PAGE 5E
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Wet fans cool
outdoor rooms
on muggy days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1E

ultra-intimate. I wanted a place
you could go to and feel secluded,
and like you were a part of the
landscape.”
The result is about as intimate
as you can get. Myers says she
was inspired by the compactness
of a ship’s cabin. That kind of
tight space is more comfortably recreated, however, in one of the
home’s queen-size bed nooks.
As a bonus, there are seaside
views through a long, thin horizontal window at the foot of the
bed. Only a single foot of space
surrounds the bed — just enough
room to slip in to put on sheets.

Wet fans bring
breezes outdoors
BY LISA MARTIN
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

Suiting the site

the living area

Though small, the house feels open and spacious.
One of Myers’ design goals was to fill the house
with natural light and air, keeping it cool without making it dark.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BARBARA MYERS

house, giving its interior at times
the feel of a single, large screenedin porch.
Indoor and outdoor living
spaces blend seamlessly. A garagestyle door over the downstairs
bed can slide up against the ceiling, turning one screened porch
— complete with an outdoor
shower — into an extension of
the bedroom.
From the hammock nook on
one of the side porches, a ladder
leads to yet another upstairs hammock loft. And nearly everywhere,
tiered decks surround the house,
giving it 317 additional square
feet of outdoor living space.
Only the front of the house,
which faces south, is left without
any significant overhang, enabling
the structure to soak up the natural heating and lighting benefits
of the sun, but tempered by the
shade from the thicket of deciduous trees.
Parking is confined to the rear
of the house and, for the most

part, is out of sight. Only a few tree
limbs obstruct the ocean view.
“It’s sort of like the ultimate
camping experience,” Myers says.
And while it is efficient, she notes
that its design had nothing to do
with trying to pack the largest
number of people into the smallest possible space.
She said she wanted it designed
mainly for two people — herself
and her husband — with the occasional group of friends.
“It’s really not about sleeping a
lot of people,” she says. “It’s more
about having choices about where
to take your nap. It’s about options for leisure, all in a small
space. It was built purely for maximum enjoyment.”

“I frankly don’t think people
need as many square feet as they
have,” he says. “My motto is do
something small, but live big.”
But even Maurer was stumped
by how to maximize the space for
large groups, while still providing all the comforts of home, in
such a tiny space.
“We looked initially at modular
cabins, but quickly realized we’d
need to design every square inch
of it,” Maurer says. Looking back,
he credits Myers with keeping
the project well within the scope
of her initial vision, and not an
inch larger.
“It was a lot of fun, and a very
creative process,” he says. But it
was still, quite possibly, the most
challenging 700 square feet he’s
ever drawn.

‘Live big’
For Maurer, the job was an exercise in constraint. A guiding
principle of his practice has always been making well-designed,
high-quality, small homes.

the kitchen

Myers’ kitchen seems
to mimic the compact
galley of a sailboat. The house ‘was built purely
for maximum enjoyment,’ she says.

Storage

Bath

Rear
porch

Hammock

DALLAS
Most people think ceiling fans
can be used only in protected
sites, where rain, splashes from
a nearby backyard pool, water
balloon fights or an overactive
sprinkler can’t damage the electrical components or, more important, cause injury.
Wet fans are one of the newest
inventions for making outdoor
rooms comfortable in hot, muggy climates. These fixtures work
in almost any exterior setting,
including porch, patio or gazebo,
as long as there is an electric
supply within reach.
And, contrary to what the
name might suggest, wet fans
— ceiling-mounted or heavyduty standing models — don’t
provide water (although some
models have mister accessories).
Manufacturers are refining the
skeletal, industrial look by introducing design-savvy models
in a range of themes, from traditional to tropical. It is now
possible to buy a wet ceiling fan
that looks good enough to put in
your home for less than $150.
Many models sell for four times
that and more.
“It’s part of the whole outdoor
living craze that we’ve seen become so important in the last
few years,” said Jon Sayah,
owner of a Dallas lighting store.

Today’s Home of the Month is
reviewed by Michael Wagner, a
master of architecture graduate
student at N.C. State
University’s College of Design.
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Maurer approached the project
with an eye for seaside architecture. After
growing up in
Virginia Beach
and spending
summer vacations at Kitty
Hawk, he says,
he has the traditional bungalow-style
Architect
oceanside
David
home
inMaurer
grained in his
architectural
vocabulary. The site, too, dictated
some of the home’s proportions.
Though the plot was expansive,
the low-hanging branches of the
live oaks meant the house couldn’t be tall.
“To get the benefit of any shading, the house would have to be
small enough to fit underneath
the trees,” Maurer says.
Despite its small stature, the
house feels open and spacious,
with each room spilling into the
next. What’s more, Maurer was
able to fulfill another of Myers’
design goals: to fill the house with
natural light and air, keeping it
cool without making it dark.
Its site on the edge of the bluff
helps with the temperature —
cool ocean breezes are always
moving through the home, which
faces the water.
The home is, in many ways, a
study in outdoor living. Individually screened, removable panels
— nearly 30 in all — wrap the

“Now between 25 to 30 percent
of our ceiling fan line is outdoor.
The category is that hot right
now.”
On the patio of his home,
Sayah installed two fans. His
grill is below one; the other fan
hangs above a table. Both are
designated “wet” by Underwriters Laboratory (the ubiquitous UL rating), though his store
also carries fans intended for
damp use. The difference? Windblown spray is fine for damp systems, but if rain or water from
any other source could ever hit
the fan directly, go with the wetrated models.
Cliff Crimmings, vice president of marketing for Craftmade, a maker of ceiling fans
for indoor and outdoor use, said
his company’s wet fans have motors encased in galvanized steel
that is painted and primed. Only
about 30 percent of Craftmade’s
wet fans come with light kits.
Moreover, few wet ceiling fans
boast reversible switches because that mechanism usually
penetrates the fan’s housing,
thereby rendering the fixture no
longer waterproof.
“Wet ceiling fans also have a
larger motor so you can feel the
breeze outside,” he said. For
that reason, the blades are often
larger as well; bigger blades
move air more efficiently at
lower speeds.
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Rail

Rail
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Storage

the plan

Architect David Maurer approached the project with an
eye for seaside architecture. The site dictated some of the
home’s proportions. Low-hanging branches meant the house would have to
be small enough to fit under the trees.

Storage

How to be a super guest
Super party hosts
offer top tips
BY CINDY HOEDEL
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

KANSAS CITY, Mo.
t’s high-summer party season.
Are you being a good guest?
I recently polled some terrific
party-throwers about their pet
peeves when it comes to guest
behavior. It was self-serving, an attempt to make their lives easier so
they’ll keep having parties.
It wasn’t easy getting the Superhosts to dish. That’s because Aclass party throwers tend to like
people. They don’t get their knickers in a twist over petty matters.
But once they warmed to the
subject, most were able to rattle
off a few minor irritations they
would be happy not to have to
deal with when they open their
homes to others. Based on their
observations, here is a little guide
to being a good guest:
Don’t come early. No matter
what. If the invitation is for 7
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p.m., ringing the doorbell at 6:59
is an infraction. “If the party’s at
7, I’m just getting out of the
shower at 6:45,” one host explained. If you routinely allow
yourself extra travel time and find
yourself on your host’s street a
few minutes early, keep driving.
There are no exceptions to the
no-early-birds rule. And don’t call
to ask if you can come early, unless your request ends with “to
help you scrub the toilets.”
Don’t park in the driveway. It’s
no fun if the host’s car is blocked in
when she needs to make an ice run.
Don’t overstay your welcome.
Let the hosts decide when the
party is over. If your host begins
to yawn and express wonder at
the time, you probably missed earlier cues to head for the door.
When you are offered coffee, for
example, the party is in its final
stages. If there is no coffee, but the
host stops offering to refill your
empty glass, it’s time to go. The
next rule is a corollary of this one:
Don’t assume you can spend
the night. No good hosts are going to refuse you overnight ac-

commodation on their couch, especially if you have over-imbibed.
But you shouldn’t put them in
that position. Call a cab or ask
another guest for a lift.
Don’t wash the dishes. It’s polite to offer to help attack the stack
of dirty plates and glasses, but if
the answer is “leave ’em,” step
away from the sink. If you are one
of those people who can’t bear to
face dirty dishes the next morning, tough. It’s not your house.
Maybe your host can’t bear to see
people cleaning at a party.
Don’t ask if you can bring extra
guests, children or pets. It’s fine
to bring kids, visiting relatives or
Fido if they are expressly invited.
But no prompting.
Interestingly, none of the Superhosts complained about guests
who arrive empty-handed. That
just proves good hosts are generous, which leads me to a final rule:
Bring something. It doesn’t matter what. A handpicked bunch of
wildflowers is perfect, and any offering of food or beverage is
enough to show your appreciation at being included in the fun.
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