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heron captured in flight.
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December’s profile of a well-designed living space
t h e m o n t h Take a look at a photo gallery at www.newsobserver.com, search home&garden.

the courtyard

Ken Peterman transformed the existing landscape into a garden courtyard, with a koi pond in the center.
PHOTOS BY KEN PETERMAN

A simply elegant nest
BY PAUL R. BATTAGLIA

Chapel Hill house is shaped
around a koi courtyard

GUEST COLUMNIST

s

The favorite and most frequently used room, by far, is the
screened porch, which opens onto the garden.

DIGGIN’IT

hannon Ravenel and
Dale Purves had lived
in the house on
Franklin Street in
Chapel Hill for eight years
when a man offered them more
money than they could refuse.
The timing seemed right: The
couple’s nest was now empty,
and they had been considering
relocating some day.
A few years back they had
purchased a portion of their
neighbor’s lot to establish a privacy buffer. But now “some day”
was here. They looked around,
but decided that they loved being in the heart of the FranklinRosemary Historic District. So
they turned their attention to
the neighboring parcel: a narrow, .36-acre lot running eastwest with a mature landscape
featuring two large pecan trees.
The couple had worked with

architect Ken Peterman on an
addition to a former residence.
Peterman was hired to design
the new house.
The couple wanted a cozy,
private house. They favored casual and comfortable over formal, and preferred a small,
one-story house. And they
wanted a courtyard. They
asked Peterman to design a
house that transformed the existing landscape into a garden
courtyard, a place where they
could live, work and rest.
Also, Ravenel said, “I told
him that I wanted a house that
was too small for big parties.”
Once they communicated
their basic needs, they left Peterman to develop his design.
The relationship worked well.
As co-founder of Algonquin
Press, Ravenel was well versed
in how to provide direction,
SEE COURTYARD, PAGE 4E

the project

the purvesravenel
residence
architect
Ken Peterman
Architect, 205 W.
Main St., No. 204,
Pittsboro
933-1855
project location
103 S. Boundary
St., Chapel Hill
square footage
2,241 heated,
275 unheated
key attributes
Modest, courtyard
house, integrated
garden

PROFILING NATURE’S BEAUTY

Texas tarragon is gold in the kitchen
BY TINA M AST
CORRESPONDENT

L

ike many gardeners, I grow most
plants for their ornamental value.
But it’s always nice to encounter a
plant of utility, particularly if that usefulness is exploited in the kitchen.
Herbs, for example, are so rewarding
to grow and painless, too, if you give
them good drainage and a bit of sun. One
herb I’ve come to love is Texas tarragon,
aka Mexican tarragon or winter
tarragon.
Here in the South, true tarragon (Artemisia dracunculus var. sativa), languishes in the heat, humidity and heavy, damp
soils. When I discovered Texas tarragon
in our greenhouses, I was intrigued but a
tad skeptical.
Tarragon has a singular flavor. It is the

Texas tarragon is better suited
to hot climates than true tarragon.

basis for the classic béarnaise sauce (my
favorite), which is a golden, egg-based,
butter-rich, tarragon-infused dream.
The famous chef and cookbook author
James Beard once wrote, “I believe that if

ever I had to practice cannibalism, I
might manage if enough tarragon were
around.”
Could Texas tarragon be as good? And
can it grow here?
Fortunately, Texas tarragon is not a
true tarragon. A member of the marigold
family and a native of Guatemala and
Mexico, Texas tarragon is known botanically as Tagetes lucida. It is far more suited to growing in hot climates than true
tarragon.
For three years, my Texas tarragon has
grown happily in a raised herb and vegetable bed. Once established, all it asks for
is a full to half day of sun, reasonably
well-drained soil, and a bit of water when
things get really parched.
SEE DIGGIN’ IT, PAGE 5E

BEST OF ’SCAPES
Staff photojournalist John Rottet has explored nature, architecture and more in
his ’Scapes column in Home & Garden. To see an audio slide show collection of
Rottet’s best images, accompanied by music, go to www.newsobserver.com
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Courtyard
Continued from page E

then edit, critique and manage while also allowing for creativity.
Peterman developed a design that combined
his clients’ wish for a central courtyard with precedents established by houses in the FranklinRosemary Historic District. The form and proportions of the house match those of the
shingled-sided cottages with simple wood detailing found only one street away.
The house fits the neighborhood nicely. While
Franklin Street has a certain ceremonial aspect,
and its houses are commensurately grand, the
side streets are more casual. This house has no
prominent facade. Instead, a landscaped motor
court drive fills the front yard. Then there is the
gate to the garden.
A koi pond occupies the center of the courtyard, the definition of which is completed by low
site walls and the house itself. The house curves
around the courtyard and connects to it both
physically and visually. This allows the house,
despite its relatively narrow interior, to feel far
larger. And because the house faces south, it enjoys passive solar heating.
The house is clad in cedar shake with simple
exterior trim and sills, echoing the detailing of
the historic neighborhood. This simplicity extends into the interior detailing. The house has
simple wood trim at the doors and windows. The
doors are made with simple panels. There is a
straightforward mitered base molding without
corner blocks. Bead-board and exposed ceiling
joists make the rooms feel more like porches.
To meet the couple’s requirement that the
house be constructed on one level, the house
reaches to the full extent of the lot’s setbacks.
With the help of landscape consultant Kim Archer, Peterman preserved the best of the existing
vegetation, including the pecan trees and several
mature azaleas. These were complemented by
several other plants.
The house has distinctly modern luxuries. For
instance, along with a common tub and shower
area in the master suite are his-and-hers water
closets and sinks as well as separate walk-in
closets.
More than anything else, the house hinges on
the garden. See-through glass cabinets allow the
couple to look into the garden. Peterman placed
storage, pantry, laundry in a room on the north
side of the kitchen, where it would not interfere
with the view of the courtyard.
The favorite and most frequently used room,
by far, is the screened porch. Accented by a
waterbird made by Bynum folk artist Clyde
Jones, the porch opens onto the garden. A planted trellis on the east side of the porch provides
privacy by blocking the potential view from the
neighboring houses, but because it is left open it
has excellent cross-ventilation. “With the breeze
it’s possible to eat outside on all but the coldest
and hottest days of the year,” Ravenel says.
Beyond the screened porch is the study. A cozy,
isolated room with a woodstove, it was intended
as a guest room, but Purves enjoyed it so much
that it became his retreat. After five years, it was
clear he was not giving it up.
The lack of a proper guest room necessitated
an addition. Peterman was retained again and
designed a sympathetic addition that mates with
the original house seamlessly. A bathroom and
an office were added beneath a loftlike upper
bedroom. A skylight draws the sun into the bathroom while light pours in from all sides of the
bedroom.
Ultimately, Peterman created an elegantly simple house that sets off and is set off by its central
courtyard. A house that beautifully fits its context. A house that is modest by intention. But
perhaps the greatest compliment comes from
Ravenel, “The house feels as if it has been here
forever.”
Paul R. Battaglia is a registered architect and
assistant professor of architecture at the N.C.
State University College of Design.
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See-through glass cabinets in the kitchen allow a clear view into the garden.
Photos by Ken Peterman

Home of the Month, a collaboration with the N.C. State University College of Design,
shows possibilities for constructing a living space with homeowners’ living patterns and
preferences in mind. Each month we profile a different home, selected by an expert panel,
from designs by area architects. The goal: to offer inspiration and knowledge that can be
applied to any living space.

N o r th

Bedroom
Second floor

Study
Living room
Kitchen
Screened
porch

Bedroom

Study
Courtyard

The layout of the house wraps 2,500 square feet around a central courtyard.

 The central fireplace, left, reflects the elegantly simple design of the whole house.

HGTV to unveil S.C. ‘Green Home’
By Jim Faber
McClatchy Newspapers
HILTON HEAD, S.C.
t’s been known since August that
HGTV was building its first “Green
Home” near Hilton Head Island,
S.C., for a nationwide giveaway.
Now, the home and garden television network has announced that the
house is in Tradition Hilton Head, a
5,300-acre, 9,500-home development
on U.S. 278 in Hardeeville, S.C.
More specifically, the Jasper House
— a three-bedroom, two-bathroom
home being built to stringent environmental standards — is the house
that HGTV will feature and then give

I

BIG
TREES
& Shrubs

away to one lucky winner, sources
say.
The $850,000 home will be featured
on air on the HGTV Green Home
2008 special on Sunday, March 23, at
9 p.m.
“Jack Thomasson, the HGTV green
home house planner, wanted to select
a community that demonstrates you
can live responsibly in a desirable location with modern amenities,” said
Emily Yarborough, public relations
manager of HGTV.
Competition to win the 2,000square-foot, fully furnished house
should be fierce. The last “Dream
Home” contest drew more than 41

We Will Be Closed For The Holidays
Until Tuesday, Jan. Ist
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tion system to use only treated wastewater and never potable water, helped
the company secure the chance to
build the green house.
The Jasper House is following
LEED standards. Developed by the
nonprofit U.S. Green Building Council, the LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design ) Green
Building Rating System is one of the
leading national benchmarks for
green building.
Tradition Hilton Head, which
changed its name from Tradition, S.
C., in early November, opened its
Tommy Fazio-designed golf course,
Tradition National, with a temporary

THE MULCH MA
MASTERS
S TERS

HAPPY
HAPPY NEW
NEW YEAR!
YEAR!
Have A Safe & Happy Holiday!

million entries, Yarborough said.
The giveaway will be from March
21 through May 9. In the spring, the
home will open for public tours.
Core Communities, the Floridabased company developing Tradition,
will get plenty of publicity out of the
green house. HGTV can be viewed by
more
than
95
million
U.S.
households.
“We’re thrilled to be selected for
the first-ever HGTV Green Home,”
said Martin Sauls IV, the community’s
director of marketing.
Sauls said the development’s commitment to green building practices,
including a development-wide irriga-
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clubhouse, in October.
The first residents moved in that
same month.
But third-quarter results for Levitt
Corp., Core Community’s parent company, showed just one acre, consisting
of two lots, was sold at the development in the third quarter of 2007.
And Levitt and Sons, another subsidiary of Levitt Corp., declared bankruptcy in November. It was scheduled
to build about 700 homes in the Magnolia Walk section of Tradition.
Core Communities has taken over
Magnolia Walk’s development. The
bankruptcy did not involve Core Communities or Levitt Corp.
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