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Garden changes
when night falls
By Lee Reich
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘B

y the light of the silvery moon” is such a
fine way to see the

garden.
The look is quite different
from the garden in daylight
and worth considering when
you plan your plots. Even full
moonlight bathes the garden
with only about one-half-millionth as much light as sunlight.

Color gone
Darkness brings subtle
changes to our perceptions of
the garden. There’s not
enough moonlight to activate
the color-sensing cones in our
eyes, so the same garden that
is in technicolor in afternoon
is in black and white at night.
Not that it is any less appealing: What it lacks in colorful
fun it gains in quiet elegance.
Without the distraction of
color, mass and form are what
catch our attention in the
night garden.
Forsythia, rhododendron, lilac and other shrubs that are
dense with leaves take on a
bold presence at night, joining
other amorphous masses. In
daylight, those same bushes
hardly get a second glance, except in spring, when they are
draped in flowers.
Walls and trees — all dense,
three-dimensional forms, in
fact — also take on a bold
presence in the silvery moonlight. Their forms might suggest alien creatures. They
might guide our eyes or feet
along in the dim light. And
they might offer an earthbound anchor from night’s
awesome “big sky.”
You won’t get this feeling
from hybrid tea rose bushes or
a few marigolds here and
there, both of which brighten
the garden by day but fade
away into the darkness of
night.

Arched, double-hung windows in the addition on the home maintain the view to the outside.
Several restored crystal chandeliers from the 1920s amplify the authentic and elegant feel of the house.
PHOTOS BY JAMES WEST

Transplanted glory
A historic North Carolina home is moved
and brought into the 21st century

THE PROJECT
WOODLAND
Location: 4714 Timberland Trail, Efland
Architect: Ellen Cassilly,
Architect, 600 Foster St.,
Durham, 530-1149
www.ellencassillyarchitect.com
General contractor: Dickinson Restorations
4604 Hunt St., Hillsborough
Custom cabinetry: The
Century Guild, Nick
Strange, 877-376-5353
Plaster specialist: Edward Rokosz, 919-6886428
Total square footage:
9,632 square feet; (addition, conditioned space):
900 square feet
Key attributes: 19thcentury historic home,
disassembled and moved,
renovation and addition

Built in Warrenton in the late 1770s, Woodland was renovated in 1851.
Then in 1995, it was disassembled, moved and reassembled in Efland.

By Virginia Alexander
CORRESPONDENT

Efland

A

t the end of a long drive, past a field, under a thick canopy of trees
and into a clearing, a beautiful, stately old home appears. It seems as
if the house has always been here, presiding over the land with centuries of stories to tell.
It is hard to believe that this grand, historic home was disassembled, moved
and reassembled on this site in Efland a mere 14 years ago.
Built in Warrenton in the late 1770s, the home, Woodland, was renovated in
1851 by North Carolina builder Jacob Holt, who designed an L-shaped addition
and added Italianate details to the square plan house. Once moved from its original location, the house was removed from the National Register of Historic Places, but there is no denying its contribution to North Carolina architecture.
Woodland’s rich history is exactly what appealed to James Hathorn, who purchased the home in 2005. Like many historic homes, Woodland lacked modern
amenities — storage space, updated bathrooms and a spacious kitchen — so
Hathorn decided to have an addition built to accommodate them.
“We wanted to keep it historically accurate in the original house and add space
that would make it livable for a family with four kids,” Hathorn says.

Apparent sizes change
By day, colors alter our perception of the landscape. The
red of such flowers as geranium and crocosmia is so eyecatching that the plants seem
to jump toward us. A sedate
sweep of blue, whether from
salvias or balloon flowers, has
the opposite effect, that of receding into the distance. Now
jumble the sunlit scene further with contrasts and harmonies among colors. Whew!
For relief, step out into the
moonlit garden and be greeted by serene, static masses.
Perhaps because of the lack of
color, everything visible in the
moonlit garden seems larger
than it does by day. By night,
butterfly bushes will seem rea-

Home of the Month is a collaborative effort with the N.C.
State University College of Design through its Home Environments Design Initiative.
Featured homes, selected by an
expert panel, highlight the benefits of good home design and
represent the diversity of
homes and home renovations
designed by North Carolina
architects. The articles, written by faculty, graduate students and alumni of the School
of Architecture, bring to light
the attributes of each home.
Our goal is to offer inspiration
and knowledge that can be applied to your living space.

SEE WOODLAND, PAGE 2D

SEE MOON , PAGE 3D

AllenTate 2, Recession 0
New programs help buyers, sellers win
in today’s real estate market

The Carolinas’ real estate
leader is helping consumers
win in today’s market. Allen
Tate recently introduced Job
Loss Protection, which pays the
mortgage for six months in the
event of job loss.

Tate also recommends Rate
Relief, which offers buyers
a permanent, lower monthly
payment and less income to
qualify. Contact your Allen Tate
agent for more details.
Certain conditions apply.

Brier Creek 919-582-0600

n

Cary-Stonebridge 919-249-1300

n

Chapel Hill 919-913-0900

n

Falls of Neuse 919-866-4600

n

Glenwood 919-719-2900

n

Wake Forest/Rolesville 919-453-5700
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WOODLAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1D

Easy enough, or so he
thought.
Hathorn hired Dickinson
Restorations of Hillsborough.
As they discussed Hathorn’s
ideas, Todd Dickinson recommended an architect, Ellen Cassilly.
Hathorn was skeptical but
now says that “from the first
meeting and throughout the
two-year process, the value of
an architect became abundantly clear.”
Cassilly’s experience renovating another historic Triangle home, a 1950s house by
modernist architect George
Matsumoto, as well as her
lifelong reverence for historic
homes, informed her approach to renovation.
“You can have modern interventions that work in harmony with an old house,”
Cassilly says.
“Our primary goal was to
‘do no harm,’ ” she says, invoking the Hippocratic oath
that physicians follow. “It was
important to maintain the
grace, scale and style of the
existing house and weave
modernizations in as seamlessly as possible.”

An ottoman with storage
and a little ingenuity can
free up a lot of space.
MCT PHOTO

How
to fake
a guest
room
An attic addition showcases the attention to detail and
restraint that characterize other areas of the home.

Vertical sliding pocket doors separate the twin
parlors which are now the library and media room.

The addition shares the
open, grand quality of the historic house, and its window
and molding details are consistent in character. In fact,
the pair of arched, doublehung windows that was at the
end of the entryway before
renovation was moved to a
corresponding place in the
rear wall of the addition. Cassilly preserved a clear view
through the length of the
house, a continuous sight line
from the entrance to the original floor-to-ceiling window.
The result is a layered space
that integrates old and new.

Renovation
Hathorn’s fascination with
history is evident in the
painstaking restoration. With
the help of old photos, local
craftsman and artist Edward
Rokosz re-created original
cornice details. Hathorn
found restored crystal chandeliers from the 1920s for the
ballroom, library and entryway.
Walking through Woodland’s grand hallways and
spacious rooms, significant
changes to the original plan
are not obvious — everything
seems as it should be.
Cassilly avoided interfering with “delightful existing
details,” such as the vertical
sliding pocket doors in the
first-floor study and the louvered shutters in the breezeway. Modifications to the
original house — four bathrooms, an elevator and an energy-efficient HVAC system
— were designed to preserve
the layout, roofline and circulation.
Custom cabinetry provided
the solution to storage at the
main level. A generous entryway allowed ample space for
two free-standing coat closets and a display case, which
contains a handful of historic
objects that were collected
during the restoration. Floorto-ceiling bookshelves in the
study display Hathorn’s collection of medical and history
volumes.
In the breezeway behind
the ballroom, a thick wall of
built-in cabinets provides a
clever and unobtrusive location for storage and a wet bar.

Walking
through
Woodland’s
hallways
and
rooms,
significant
changes
to the
original
plan are
not obvious.

Collaboration

PHOTOS BY
JAMES WEST

Innovation
The same attention to detail and restraint characterizes the light-filled addition at
the rear of the original house.

The modest addition provided the Hathorns with 900
square feet of living space, including a spacious kitchen
where family and friends can
gather. “With a little finesse,

you can get an appropriately
sized addition,” Cassilly says,
emphasizing the importance
of scale. “An oversized addition would have detracted
from the historic home.”

The success of this project
depended on the cooperation
of the owner, architect, contractor and artisan.
Cassilly stresses the importance of working with a good
contractor and talented
craftsmen. There was an “understanding that to get it
right, the process would take
time,” she recalls.
“There was lots of give and
take,” remembers Hathorn.
“Ellen was superb in taking
our ideas and putting them
into something architecturally sound and sensitive.”
Not only has Woodland
been restored to her prime at
a ripe old age, but another layer of history has been added
to her narrative.
The past is revealed in historic details that whisper of a
bygone era, but the voices
echoing in the kitchen are unmistakably in the present.
Virginia Alexander is a
master of architecture
candidate at N.C. State
University’s College of
Design.

The Shade Tree – Storewide Summer Sale
All In Stock Floor Lamps 30% Off Regular Retail

STORE WIDE LAMP SHADE SALE
Lamps, Lamp Shades & Accessories

all 20-50% off

regular
retail

Beautiful new arrivals
Please bring your lamp in
for proper shade ﬁtting!

IT’S
ABOUT

T I M E

Sales does not apply
to promotionals

859-1923 Mon.-Sat. 10-5

5517 Western Blvd. (next to Fred’s Beds)

LAMP REPAIR & RESTORATION • CUSTOM ASSEMBLY OF NEW LAMPS • BEAUTIFUL ACCESSORIES
www.theshadetreeinc.com

You Can Afford
Granite Countertops!

You, too, can
say yes to guests
By Bill Daley
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Y

our
one-bedroom
apartment is about as
large as your paycheck, and an old friend has
popped into town, expecting
you to host. Where are you going to stow him or her?
Never you mind. There’s
practically nothing you can’t
fake, including, in this case, an
entire guestroom. We’ve even
got tips from Thom Filicia to
help.
“Create a hotel room in an
ottoman,” says Filicia, the
New York interior designer
starring in the Style Network
series “Dress My Nest.”
Time to pack. Start with a
large — about 36 inches long
and 20 inches deep — inexpensive rectangular or square
ottoman with a storage space
inside. (Find these at Ikea, J.C.
Penney or Target.)
Inside it, place an inflatable
mattress, a set of sheets, a thin
cotton blanket and two down
pillows. Why down? Filicia
says down pillows are very
compressible. Add a couple of
bottles of water, some fun,
light books or other reading
materials and a very thin cotton robe.
Add the extras. To foster
that hotel room feel, pack a
small bag containing a toothbrush, toothpaste, hand lotion, soap and a little washcloth. Don’t forget a small
flashlight or a reading light.
You could even put in some
humorous T-shirts in your
guest’s size.
“Turn it into, like, one-stop
shopping,” Filicia said. “Have
fun with it.”
Still more space-saving. If
you really want to stuff a lot of
items in the ottoman, Filicia
suggests buying one of those
space storage bags, stuffing
the sheets and pillows inside,
then vacuuming out the air to
flatten it.
Filicia, who gained national
attention as the design guru
on “Queer Eye for the Straight
Guy,” says the room-in-the-ottoman will not only be a very
gracious and very welcoming
signal to your guest but also
will free up space in a cramped
apartment.
Say nighty night. At bedtime, whip open your ottoman. Make up the bed and
fluff the pillows. Pull up the
empty ottoman, topped with a
tray, as a nightstand. Deck
that out with water, reading
materials and reading light.
All that’s left is to bid your
guest a restful night, safe in
the knowledge that you’re an
impressive host. Or a darn
good faker.

40 Colors at $39 sq.ft. - Installed!
20,000 sq.ft. of
Warehouse Inventory/
over 100 colors

New Granite
Countertops
Arriving Daily!

We understand your vacation time is precious.That’s why at The Hammocks, your time
is all yours.
With fractional ownership of a Hammocks home on Bald Head Island, you enjoy all the
beneﬁts of a vacation home for a smaller ﬁnancial commitment than whole ownership.
And because we take care of all home maintenance for you, you can spend
your time on the island exploring, playing, or just kicking back.

Bring your measurements &
visit our showroom!
Free estimates!
Builder discount available.

What will you do with your time?
To learn more, call The Island Agency at 1-800-331-3166
or visit www.hammocksonbhi.com.

The best thing about working
here is playing here.

Natural Gallery
Kitchen and Bath

878-1988

2201Brentwood Rd., Suite 109 , Raleigh
Open to the public, wholesalers & builders
Hours: Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm

www.NaturalGalleryInc.com

FOR IDEAS GO TO VISITNC.COM

north carolina

