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In the State of North Carolina, the statutory responsibility for
operating the local public schools is delegated to county and city
boards of education. A board of education is a policy-making body
and it has the legal responsibility and authority for entering into con-
tracts for the design and construction of local public school system
buildings.

Charged with this responsibility, a conscientious school board, as
well as a successful superintendent, keeps abreast of recent develop-
ments and trends in public education, utilizes every possible source of
professional information, and plans continuously for the improve-
ment of the educational program. Along with insuring the highest
quality of educational decision-making, the alert school board secures
the best design talent available.

Effective and intelligent planning and design does not occur ac-
cidentally but through a thoughtfully designed process that is sensi-
tive to local conditions. This publication presents several projects
which reflect that planning process. The process frequently includes
preparation of educational specifications, analysis of educational
specifications, development of a design program, design program
schematic plans, plan development, and evaluation and review of
plans. This process provides a framework for systematic, purposeful
planning and permits the flexibility necessary for adaptation to local
need or special conditions.

We commend this publication to your attention. It, along with the
previous issues of Schools of Interest beginning June, 1971, by the Di-
vision of School Planning, could serve as the basis for an effective and
imaginative school planning process to the end that your building pro-
gram is strengthened and improved. The Staff of the Department of
Public Instruction is available for consultation and assistance in any or
all aspects of the planning process.

A. Craig Phil

July, 1978 N. C. Depar

A. CRAIG PHILLIPS, State Superintendent
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

JAMES T. BURCH, Assistant Superintendent
Administrative Services Area

LACY PRESNELL, Director
Division of School Planning
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This issue of Schools of Interest is dedicated to
WILLIAM H. PRICE, Consulting Engineer, for-
merly with the Division of School Planning. His
considerable contributions to raising the
standards for school design and construction

will be remembered.
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We are pleased to present several examples of floor plans for build-
ings built during the period of the 1973 Public School Facilities Fund. It
has always been difficult for us to select just a few schools for this pub-
lication from among the many notable designs constructed in North
Carolina. There are others which are worthy of presentation each time
we prepare an issue of Schools of Interest. Almost all administrative
districts have a new school or an addition to an older school which is of
particular educational or architectural interest. Quality professional
planning and design services are readily available to all school boards.
The schools presented here represent a wide range of educational
philosophies and design solutions. These preferences and objectives
blend with the capabilities of local design services and educational
perceptions to produce more variety than is ordinarily believed to be
the case. Each community may express its own preferences and edu-
cational objectives. The public school planning process is remarkably
responsive in this respect.

The process of public school programming, planning, and building
design has matured during the period of the 1973 Public School
Facilities Fund. Plan relationships are a matter of choice rather than
tradition. All kinds of special program facilities are included or an-
ticipated wherever local educational preferences dictate. Room sizes,
arrangements, and relationships, can and do vary as much as the per-
ceptions of educators, architects, and school boards. The latest educa-
tional or architectural trends are usually reflected in a new school
building somewhere. Also, many school facility design efforts have
provided experience and information which are useful when applied
to other building types. This variety of design solutions to the
functional environmental problems of education may be seen as illus-
trative of the democratic complexity and evolutionary responsiveness

of public education.

Lacy M. Presnell, Director
Division of School Planning
Department of Public Instruction
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Here we have classroom clusters around a sup-
port core containing a library. The library space is
enlivened by means of natural light from two large
rooftop monitors. Each cluster of four classrooms or
teaching stations has its own sheltered porch which
can be used as a private entrance or exit. Each cluster
shares its own core of toilets, storage, and private
work areas. This plan is evidence of the variety which
is possible with the cluster plan concept.

DSP Property Number ........ccccvvicniennicnencnnns 861-3636
Administrative Unit ......ooiviiiiiiiiienniiennnnnen. Elkin City

Surry County
Superintendent ........cciciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian, David W. Thrift
Grade Organization ......cdiisescmcasios sousmnsvnsseninvies K-4
Approximate Capacily ....cceeeciincensssnnsrnssssnnsnnnss 480
Square FOOtage ...vvveveirenernnecinasninacannnns 27,645 sq. ft.
OpeningDate ......cccoviiiiiiiiiacarannann. September, 1975
Architects usvine s basdiiitie Ferebee, Walters & Associates
Engineers ......ccooiviiiinnnnn Ferebee, Walters & Associates
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ENO VALLEY ELEMENTARY

Here is an example of school building planning for
phased construction. A classroom building for six-
teen teachers and classes was designed to be re-
peated as part of second phase construction. Other
educational program requirements are housed in
self-contained structures to allow construction
budget decisions to be made as money becomes
available. The resulting campus plan has been close-
ly tied together by covered walks and fully de-
veloped courtyards. Each classroom has natural
lighting at work areas from roof monitors. Also, pairs
of classrooms are connected by means of an at-
tractive sliding ““barn” door, custom designed by the
architect.

DSP Property Number ................ SURPRP— “. 320-3593
Administrative Unit AT P——— Durham County
Superintendent Dr. ). Frank Yeager
Crade Organization ivuseusssvsasisennssansasins e
Approximate Capacity

Square Footage

Opening Date . November, 1978
Architects Carr, Harrison, Pruden & DePasquale
Structural Engineers W. H. Gardner, Jr. & Associates
Mechanical and

Electrical Engineers ..... s Walter G. Smith & Associates

CLASSROOM
| BUILDING
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The sloping site suggested a plan with a series of
terraces, each of which would accommodate several
teaching stations. An open educational concept was
a requirement of the initial design idea. In practice,
standard groupings of teachers and children ar-
range themselves on the terraces without undue in-
convenience. Intriguing interior vistas extend uphill
and downhill from many points inside the school.
The long sloping ceilings emphasize space flow. The
centrally located library is also a visual focal point of
interior view. This design is further proof that public
school buildings are frequently among the most
imaginative and interesting of all buildings con-
structed during this era.
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DSP Property Number ....... R A — cese.. 360-3716
Administrative Unit .......... T S Gaston County
Superintendent ............. S «e.... Dr.ZaneE. Eargle
Grade Organization ........ . T O Thteimisiads e .. K-6
Approximate Capacity ........ teeeersentatannnsas R . 750
Square Footage ..... E— e el NSRS AT .« 52,000 sq. ft.
Opening Date ............. ERe—— O — ... August, 1977
Architects ........ «se.. Wilber, Kendrlcl( Workman & Warren
Engineers ......... .++.. Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren

Landscape Architects .............. e EEEe ... Jordan/Evans




The site has many architecturally unrelated build-
ings constructed over a period of about forty years.
Hilly terrain has made it difficult to plan in a visually
comprehensive way. However, this new structure
provides a strong focal point for several existing
buildings. The four teacher open plan interiors are
appropriately divided by conveniently placed work
areas, toilet rooms, and stairs. The stairs ascend to a
centrally located open loft which is shared by each
class. These little buildings are more fun than usual.

DSP Property Number .......ccceevvevneinecnncanaas 220-1439
Administrative Unit .....ccoevviennienninnnnnn.. .. Clay County
Superntendent 'csisiia s sRa TR ETE Paul K. Beal
Grade Organization .............. PRI SRR o K-2
ApproXimate Capatity: o ermisnssnnssmsssanvamme s 200
Square Footage: . ..vrarevsassssnennisssvasenon s 11,500 sq. ft.
Opening Date .veucs covossssnssnmvisussannssimiens August, 1976
ATChItetts ioscovnimiimmmsnsvssessmsaime Padgett & Freeman
Engineers ....coevevvncnsnrncnnnas Reece, Noland & McElrath

S o

10

ELEMENTARY BUILDING % @

PLAYGROUND
CAFETERIA




Here is another variation of classroom clusters in
separate houses. Each house is attached to a core of
supporting services. It can operate with com-
binations of open classrooms or self-contained
closed classrooms. Classroom traffic goes directly to
or around the library.

The inside and outside of the main entrance is dis-
tinguished by ceramic tile wall murals. The murals
are large and well designed. The exterior one de-
picts stages in evolutionary creation and human de-
velopment.

Bus and auto traffic is clearly separated by
thoughtful site planning with paving, curbs, and
covered walks.

DSP Property Number ......ccceveieeeniiencannacnans 801-3707
Administrative Unit .......cccooeeeieeerecrecanans Salisbury City
Rowan County
Superintendent ........ccciiiienieennn Dr. Harold D. Isenberg
Grade Organization .........cccceeeeeececeseaescanseoceccas 1-6
Approximate Capacity .....ccceeveveeecciiaciaciiaeccenee. 600
Square Footage .......ceeveeemicmaaiciiiniinnannns 41,000 sq. ft.
Opening Date ......ccceecennaronnaanancnsnsassoosas June, 1977
AT G e o Robert F. Stone
Mechanical and
Electrical Engineers ............ Buffaloe, Morgan & Associates
Structural Engineers ................. King-Hudson Associates
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PLAYFIELD

The plan form of this school is symbolic of a fre-
quently stated educational trend of having all sup-
porting services at the gravitational center of the
program. Each open classroom cluster focuses on
that center. Educators’ directives are literally trans-
lated into building. Exterior spaces between clusters
provide interesting gathering places for outdoor ac-
tivities if teachers and children choose to use them.

DSP Property Number ................. wimssrersieiaiols eeees 920-3663
Administrative Unit ...... e A - . Wake County
Superintendent ....... cessssecssssseeea.. Dr. John A. Murphy
Grade Organization ........ s S i et SR . K-6
Approximate Capacity ..... ., cEveses R T 828
Square Footage .......... st G o v ... 87,599 sq. ft.
Opening Date ........... S cesesesess... March, 1977
Architect ......... e s 58 Sl TRIE .. Owen F. Smith
Engineers ........ sz Progressive Design Collaborative, Ltd.
Landscape Architects ........ ... James B. Godwin & Associates

LYNN ROAD
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SILER CITY ELEMENTARY

Siler City Elementary is an example of total design
development. Local educators prepared speci-
fications which the architects translated into a de-
sign program. From the early stages, the landscape
architect was a member of the design team. Edu-
cational specifications were interpreted by the
architect to require a mix of self-contained class-
rooms, double classrooms, and semi-open class-
rooms, accommodating several teaching modes.
Each cluster of classrooms has its own teachers’
workroom, teachers’ toilet room, children’s toilet
rooms, and mechanical equipment (HVAC) room.
Courts and connecting covered walks have been
fully developed. Exterior areas around the buildings
are attractively landscaped and paved. This project is
a response to thoughtful educational and lay leader-
ship.

DSP Property Number ............... A —— ... 190-3687
Administrative Unit ............... «eevseess.. Chatham County
Superintendent ................. o ... Perry W. Harrison
Grade Organization ........ccccccvevecvennnann.. sxsmwaseane K=D
Approximate Capacity ............... somssasmsresisasevess 700
Square Footage ................ cernecesesasansasss 59,882 5q. ft.
OpeningDate ..........c.ccovvvvievnnnenennnee. . August, 1977
Architects ........ eseessssss. Polier, Flowers, Ballard & Branan
Mechanical Consultants ....... Buffaloe, Morgan & Associates
Structural Consultants ...... cescssnssseesass.. Bigger & Agnew

Landscape Consultants ................... McNeely Associates
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The designer decided early in the planning stages
that a compact, low eaved, hipped roof combina-
tion of buildings would best express the idea of a
school for primary age children. Compact design was
achieved by arranging groups of double classrooms
around a two-level core of special rooms and ser-
vices. A feature of the interior group is the library on
the upper level. A ramped main entrance connects
the classroom building and multi-purpose building.

DSP Property Number .....cicocvviiiiiiininiinanaans 410-3663
" Administrative Unit .....co00v00veeicnnseesss. Guilford County
sSuperintendent iiuiiiicsissasesesessicesses E. P. Pearce, Jr.
- Grade Organization .......cecveevnsecnnsessescsnssnnnceses K-2
- Approximate Capacity ......ceveeeiccicraceranciaienenenans 400
“Square Footage .....cceevvvvnvncncnrcnnnenneeesss. 40,400 sq. ft.
"OpeningDate .....icieeiiiiiiiiiatiiataereiaiatioaas July, 1976
- Architects ............ McMinn, Norfleet, Wicker & Associates
- Structural Engineers ............ Sutton-Kennerly & Associates
. Mechanical and

-Electrical Engineers .............. Ernest G. Myatt & Associates
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SOUTHWEST ELEMENTARY

The classroom cluster plan which has evolved dur-
ing recent years is represented here in a simple and
economical form. The classrooms in each of the four
clusters are self-contained. They could be grouped
into two or four teaching station combinations when
necessary. The total plan is compact without sacri-
ficing exterior exposure for classrooms. Mechanical
equipment for conditioned air is economically
located above a low ceilinged central core of library
work areas and toilet rooms.

DSP Property Number ................ 291-3699

Administrative Unit ........cc00vvve00veensa.... Lexington City
Davidson County

Superintendent .......... ... William E. Niven

Grade Organization ............. ceceesessesss 3-5

Approximate Capacity ............

Square Footage .................

Paul T. Briggs, Jr.
Roger A. Briggs
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This project proves that a small school with a
limited budget can be planned efficiently and still be
especially attractive. Although the building is an ad-
dition to an existing school, it could be a proto-
typical elementary school if food service facilities
and a gymnasium were added. Classrooms can be
combined or left to remain self-contained as edu-
cational modes change. Primary grades are separated
from other grades by means of their own commons
area. The administration offices are accessible from a
separate lobby without entering the main school

area. The school’s central core is spacious and flexi-
ble.

DSP Property Number .............. T ... 840-3184
Administrative Unit ...... o A Stanly County
Superintendent ........ e o et 0 2 .. Dr. Jimmie E. Martin
Grade Organization ....... LR S et e P ceeees K-8
Approximate Capacity ...... o e sdesseiers R S ... 350
Square Footage ............... R ve.... 25,904 sq. ft.
Opening Date ..... L e SR e . November, 1977
Architects ............ . Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren
Engineers .............. Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren

Landscape Architect ..... wioagagaTo e mimraimaace S~ Jordan/Evans




School sites in western North Carolina challenge
architectural design ability. Here is another example
of a creative response to a hilly site. The building was
allowed to step down the hills without compromis-
ing educational planning objectives. All of the many
levels are connected by ramps which are part of a
central collection of special supporting services. An
all masonry and concrete structure has been ar-
ranged to take advantage of natural light in class-
room clusters and main interior traffic arteries.

DSP Property Number .................. Sacasacaiincs 110-1197

Administrative Unit ..........c.coeuene... .. Buncombe County
Superintendent ........c...ccoooaa...... «e... Dr.N. A. Miller
Grade Organization .........cccoeeeveececnnesens s K-8
Approximate Capacity .....cceceeeeeiaieareiaaaan. ceneea. 1,000
Square FOOtage .......cccuviuiununnnncnasaronnnanes 87,500 sq. ft.
Opening Date .......cccceooecerececnncanacaaacann. April, 1979
Architects ........cce.. Sh e AL S AR e Padgett & Freeman
Mechanical and

Plumbing Engineers ......cc.ccee... Mechanical Engineers, Inc.
Electrical Engineers ................ Reece, Noland & McElrath
Structural Engineers ........c..cccoeee..... Bowen & Feinburg
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This large elementary school is divided into two
classroom houses. Each house accommodates sev-
eral hundred children in a variety of classroom com-
binations and sizes. All classrooms can be used in
combination since removable partitions have been
used. Each house has a center core of toilets, work
rooms, and a library or common use area. The multi-
purpose room combines the functions of gym-
nasium, auditorium, and cafeteria. A massive solar
heating collector was designed for this school, but
not funded. The plan is distinguished by generous
interior circulation and lobby space.

DSP Property Number .....c.ccecvevcenecccnncesancas 340-3717
Administrative Unit ........... Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Superintendent ........cc..cevcvneeeee.... Dr. James A. Adams

Grade Organization ..........cccesesesssscssscesassscnsses . K-6
Approximate Capacity ......c.cceeecereorececrencanccaccans 750
Square Footage ....c..ceeeeean.. cecessessnsesasaas 60,000 sq. ft.
Opening Date .................. cssvessesssesssss AUgust, 1977
Architects ....coeceevesnannsen .... Hammill-Walter Associates
Mechanical and

Electrical Engineers .......... Consulting Engineering Services
Structural Engineers ......... ... Sutton-Kennerly & Associates

25
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Educational specifications required a school de-
signed to allow for an educational program flexible
enough to consider the needs of children and ade-
quately structured to provide necessary instruc-
tional controls. Spaces are arranged so that teams of
two or three teachers may plan and work together
within a suite. Suites are equal in size to four regular
classrooms. A reading laboratory, a large, well-
equipped media center and other special needs
rooms are separate and easily available. Each room
has outside exits eliminating internal congestion and
distractions. The multi-purpose area is large enough
to teach a full suite of 75 to 90 students. Each suite
has a separate outside paved area immediately avail-
able. The outside areas are surrounded by a seat-
level brick wall. There are a number of small car-
peted rooms designed to provide areas for pro-
grams dealing with learning disabilities, trainable
pupils, speech therapy, and other specialties.

DSP Property Number .....c..cccoveveccencoceacenns 310-3650
Administrative Unit .......cccoeieeeeeiccencens Duplin County
Superintendent ......cccececececenncecncanans C. H. Yelverton
Grade Organization ......c.cccecesessscssssssascnncacsoss K-6
Approximate Capacity .......cceveeececnsccecncceneacnes 1,080
Square FOOtage ......cccceverenccenaconaccnaceass 74,940 sq. ft.
O pening D ale e e e e el oo olere September, 1975
ArChitects e e e Ballard, McKim & Sawyer
Mechanical Engineers ........ Henry von Oesen & Associates
Structural Engineers ..........c..coceevececnn. Lasater-Hopkins

27
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The plan satisfies requirements for a traditional
educational program along with the designers de-
sire for a more interesting spatial sequence than is
usually associated with the conventional double
loaded corridor solution. Each of the clusters can be
independently zoned for conditioned air.

A pedestrian peninsula with autos on one side and
buses on the other leads to a large outdoor roofed
commons. Covered walks lead from the commons to
each of the surrounding clusters of classrooms, the
library, the cultural arts center, and the gymnasium.

DSP Property Number .................... cesnsessss 760-3708
Administrative Unit .........covvivneennnn. . Randolph County
Superintendent ..................... «ee.... John R. Lawrence

Grade Organization .....cisvssersssssvsssssssssessssasves 0=8
Approximate Capacity ...ccevevvicesnsnsnsnscsnnsnsenss 1,200

Square FOotage ......ccciviniiinnincnnnrancnnnss 106,612 sq. ft.
Opening Date ................. cesessssssssss November, 1977
Architects .......cevvevenivnniensscnnsssss. Spinks & Freeman
ENgiNEers ....ccceveeieieiinecicacnncaannnns Spinks & Freeman

Consulting Engineer ...........c.cccevveevee... Jack C. Dillard

29
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GREENVILLE MIDDLE

This project is planned to be constructed in three
phases. Heavy lines on the plan indicate first phase
construction. Each cluster of four teachers shares a
two-level work area, sink and counter area, and
toilet rooms. Each cluster of four classrooms has its
own heating and cooling distribution system.

The cafeteria is divided into four separate dining
rooms served by two serving lines and two dish re-
turn rooms. All food service lines enter from a lobby
which is shared by the small theater-auditorium.
Four arts and crafts units share common facilities and
the adjacent lobby.

DSP Property Number ............ s s seses 741-3709
Administrative Unit «.... Greenville City
Pitt County
Superintendent Glenn L. Cox
Grade Organization ........... SRS - . - . 6-7
Approximate Capacity ...ocevuiisiisisisncsannanns sisimiaible 1,200
Square Footage .......cevvvvvvrrennnennnnans .».. 137,000 sq. ft.
Opening Date ............... SERA SR SRR August, 1976
Architects Dudley & Shoe
Structural Engineers Bigger & Agnew
Mechanical and
Electrical Engineers Buffaloe, Morgan & Associates







The classroom clustering idea represented here is
similar to that used for other schools in this publi-
cation. Clustering seems to work well for almost any
grade level, from kindergarten to twelfth grade. At
the high school level, clustering can be done by sub-
ject groups. There are operational and design ad-
vantages: Heating and cooling systems can be con-
veniently zoned, and each house can have a core of
toilet rooms, special work rooms, and a teachers’ of-
fice. Another plan feature is the semi-open cafe-
teria, open to the.adjacent cross corridor. Decora-
tive dividers separate the corridor and the cafeteria.

DSP Property Number ........ccccccvvvvivniinennn.... 250-3675
Administrative Unit ......ocoevvviiiiennnnnnnn.. Craven County
Superintendent ........cccciciiiiiiiiinnnnnn.. Hiram J. Mayo
Grade Organization . . e 7-9
Approximate Capacity ......cc.coevueen.. S A A SR A L s 750
SQUATE FOORAZE ..ocvouniinninncocononsonisssnmnnon 77,680 sq. ft.
Opening Pate e e January, 1978
ATchitects . e Stephens & Cardelli
Structural Engineers ............ George K. Coffin & Associates
Mechanical Engineers ......... Buffaloe, Morgan & Associates
Site EN I e e el s John A. Dominy
Roofing Consultant ........................ Robert M. Stafford

33
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WEST IREDELL MIDDLE

This is a project in which symmetry has been suc-
cessfully used by the designer. A clearly defined
educational program indicated a compact archi-
tectural interpretation. The resulting design consists
of regular classrooms arranged around a central core
of media services, teachers’ offices, administrative
offices, storage, and a library. Some classrooms are
double with folding walls between them. All class-
rooms are separated from the corridor by dividers
rather than partitions. The student commons is the
cafeteria, with the kitchen service down a short cor-
ridor behind the music theater. The stage, opposite
the student commons, can be used by music classes.
The gymnasium has an exercise balcony. The struc-
tural system consists of laminated wood beams and
wood decking.

DSP Property Number ............ tiessesssnsassnanss 490-3703
Administrative Unit .......... cisessssssssssssss Iredell County
Superintendent ............. sweserseeswenss DIEW.T, Poston
Grade Organization ........ cecsssssssnssancsssscossnncsses 7=8
Approximate Capacity ......... RS aE sees 1600
Square Footage .....cvvvvivennnnns cessssssasssssss 54,6155sq. ft.
Opening Date .............. cecassessseesesss September, 1977
Architect ......ovunnnen. terssssssssssssessassesss ). T. Pegram
Plumbing and Mechanical Engineers .... McKnight Engineers
Electrical Engineers ........... Stephen T. Hocsak & Associates

Structural Engineers ................. King-Hudson Associates
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This school was planned to be builtin phases. Each DSP I.’rtl)pert‘y Num_ber AR e e . 541-37.23
phase is represented by a |arge triangle or parallelo- Administrative Unit .......ccovvniininnnninnn.. e K:r.iston City
gram. The two-story main classroom building has a end - Le“"g %’““tY
steel framing system. It was arranged into a uniform z“p(‘;'"(‘;e" e,'“t, """"""""" e 1‘;}":;
grid. Corridors, partitions, and the library organically PGSR SRR EATON weaoa it . E
relate to the simple el S Approximate Capacity ........ SR e s e 1,400
: ystem; ; Square Footage ............. L T . 151,000 sq. ft.
One_StorY attached WIES prov:de architectural Opening Date ......... R LTI TR e September, 1978
accent to the main building. Occupational activities Architect ....... T — Leslie N. Boney

are housed in a separate large one-story building.
The gymnasium is a rectangle because it is difficult to
play basketball on a triangular court. Complete site
planning and site development compliments the tri-
angular forms.

Electrical and

Mechanical Engineers ......... Steuer-Cheatham Association
Structural Engineers .......... Henryvon Oesen & Associates
Landscape Architect ................. veessessss. Larry W. Best

39



|

DRAMA/

1L0BBY | LEC LIBRARY

%

FooD #
| [o| LaB
°l cLoTHING il




S

This is the central consolidated high school for the
county. It is located near the town of Marshall. The
hilly site required reshaping so that a one-story
building could extend along a buildable ridge. The
gymnasium and vocational laboratories fit into hill-
sides on lower levels.

The cafeteria was thoughtfully designed to open
toward beautiful views on two sides. A student com-
mons shares open space with the cafeteria. The com-
bination of open space, changing ceiling heights,
and wide expanses of glass makes an enjoyable
architectural sequence.
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DSP Property Number .....cccceeeiiiniaiiniinienannnn 570-2416
Administrative Unit ......c.cevnenienennan.... Madison County
Superintendent .......cccveieiceiiinacana.. Robert L. Edwards
Grade Organization .........c.cceveeesenescsssessosanannas 9-12
Approximate Capacify ....coeeeveeeenceranencearaneaeanss 1,000
Square Footage .....c.coieuiiicnirinnanennnnnnnnns 120,500 sq. ft.
OpeningDate .....cocveeveennncanaannnancnanannn August, 1975
ArChitect J. Bertram King
Structural Engineers ............ Bowen & Feinberg Associates
Electrical Engineer .......c.cccevueuvrennienens ... J. S. Holladay
Plumbing and Heating Engineer ...........c...... ). C. Harrison
a
l
DR e
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THIRD LE

A rather difficult mountainside site has been used
to advantage. The building backs into the hillside on
two levels. The front side is stepped back along the
classroom wing and over the first floor shops. A large
deeply indented glass sheathed V emphasizes a
semi-circular drive and main entrance lobby. A two-
level library and a two-level lobby are on the inside
of the V. The total exterior architectural affect is
sculptural due to the strong rectangular forms.

= Y
S

DSP Property Number ...... O 10-3695
Administrative Unit ...... cessseecccacsssssss. Mitchell County
Superintendent ................................. Phil Geouge
Grade Organization ..........cceeeeeeeneneieeecenneneees 9-12
Approximate Capacity ........cocoveeenenen. e s 900
Square Footage ............. ceseesvenaanecsscsss 126,700 sq. ft.
OpeningDate ......c.ccovvvvnnnnncnnas ceeassesses. May, 1978
Architects ......... «eeeeese. McMurray Architects & Planners
Structural Consultant ................ King-Hudson Associates
Mechanical and Electrical Consultant ...... Bullard Associates
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The original two-story classroom building and ad-
jacent gymnasium was planned by Odell Associates,
Incorporated. The new two-story addition, planned

allows the educational program to expand into flexi-
ble classroom spaces and a large, centrally located li-
brary. Just about all new spaces are directly ac-
cessible from interior corridors or exterior covered
walks on both levels. Bridges connect the new build-
ing to the original one. A new vocational building
augments existing facilities. Special attention was
given to improve grounds planning and traffic pat-
terns.

DSP Propenty NOmbher i snsinvsssnissisiaiensss 830-3162
Administrative Unit ......cociiviiiininnnnnnns Scotland County
Superintendent .......ccv00iinienen, Dr. Kenneth R. Newbold
Grade Organization .........c.cciceiiiniinienrenacaaennnns 9-12
Approximate Capacity ....ccceveeirinriniieiscniancnnss 2,100
Square Footage ......ccccivverineinencncincananes 257,100 sq. ft.
OpeningDate ......coeeeveireenciscnccnacans September, 1977
Architects soooeussinaiimeemss Jordan, Snowdon & McVicker
Structural Engineers ......ccocvevnnne B. R. Huske & Associates
Consulting Engineers ........cccoviiiiniiinncnases T. C. Cooke

by Jordan, Snowdon, and McVicker, Architects,
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This unique school project was constructed in two
phases. Phase one was the open plan classroom
building. It was planned to accommodate a com-
plete elementary, junior, and high school program
and to serve as a community center. Phase two ex-
tended the community use aspect to include a large
recreation hall and gymnasium combination. In-
creasing vocational and kindergarten needs were in-
cluded.

All construction is wood frame on concrete piers
similar to much indigenous coastal region con-
struction. Buildings and covered walks are scaled as
much as possible to the range of ages, five years to
adults, who regularly use them.

DSP Property Number ......ccceceneeveancoceccecesses 480-2232
Administrative Unit .......cccovviiiiiiiiaincenns Hyde County
Superintendent .......c.coceecnerctncesiecconns D. Scott Coble
Grade Organization .........c.cceceeicreienenencnccnnens K-12
Approximate Capaciy «...coceeeescessseesscnsscsssnsssssass 90
Square FOotage .......cccceieiiieiiieiiiicacnnnnns 11,750 sq. ft.
OpeningDate ......c.ccoceveernnnnsesnsccnencassenes May, 1978
ARChitect e, James B. Willis, Jr.
Mechanical Consultants ........c.cccueeenn... Fenner & Proffit
Structural Engineers .......cccciiiieianienen.. Bigger & Agnew
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Schools of Interest 3 included the new Erwin High
School building. At that time the gymnasium and
swimming pool were being planned. The com-
pleted project illustrated here is one of several new
swimming pools planned or built for North Carolina
secondary schools. Swimming offers an opportunity
for almost all students to participate in a sport and
physical education in a way that is not possible with
basketball and many other team sports invariably
found as part of public school physical education. In
this case the pool is part of the community recrea-
tion program, also. It is built on land owned by Bun-
combe County. However, the school part of the pro-
gram is administered by the school board. All swim-
mers use dressing rooms and adjacent facilities
owned by the school board.

DSP Property Number ......cccvvvvivcenecnncocacnns 110-3596
Administrative Unit .......cocooiimaaaa.a.. Buncombe County
Superintendent ......ccciviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnen, Dr. N. A, Miller
Grade Organization .........c.cccvvveneanns. sy 312
Square FOOLAge ccisviivivs ssuvivamsnsusvsmsase sve 49,979 sq. ft.
Opening Date ....cocicemiivsvsmssnessvsnsnsissas August, 1978
ATChItetts wosnvvnimnmvasss s s Wood & Cort
Structural Engineers ............ Sutton-Kennerly & Associates
Mechanical Engineers ............. Mechanical Engineers, Inc.

Electrical Engineers ............... K. M. Armstrong Associates
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There are several school swimming programs
operating in North Carolina. Shelby High natatorium
is one of the latest to respond to the growing trend.
Some of the other natatoriums have been designed
so that dressing rooms are shared with other physi-
cal education programs. At this school, dressing
rooms and pool are entirely separated from other
physical education facilities. The pool is minimum
recommended competition size. Deck area for spec-
tator seating is provided on one side of the pool.
There are low diving boards at one end and starting
blocks at the other. The south wall is glazed in order
to take advantage of southerly sun and light. There is
direct community access to the building.

DSP Property Number ......ccociiiiiiiiiiiniinnann.. 232-1485
Administrative Unit ......ccoivviiiiiiniiniiniinnans Shelby City

Cleveland County
Superintendent ..ooiiseannsniiaaias s Malcolm E. Brown
Grade Organization .......coeeeevesnscesnssscosssasnonas 10-12
Square FOORAge ....ccivvivinsinincisscnsnssssnsnss 12,500 sq. ft.
OpeningDate .....c.coovientecncsssosrsessssssnsasss June, 1978
Architects ........coevnvinnn.... Holland-McGinnis Associates
Structural Engineers .........cccevuune King-Hudson Associates
Mechanical Engineers .....ccccveinenicncnnnnn. J. C. Harrison
Electrical Engineers ........cociiviiiiiiisnnnnnnns J. S. Holladay
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When originally planned, this building was to be
the beginning of a future high school. In the mean-
time, it serves as an occupational education center.
Split level planning and sloping roofs relate well to
the rolling country of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Among special interior features are the divisible in-
structional theater and an open dining room com-
mons. This is an architecturally unified design with
more than the usual spatial variety found in occupa-
tional facilities.

On the site plan is indicated the passenger loading
and unloading peninsula which separates bus traffic
and auto traffic. It works very well, and a similar ar-
rangement is recommended for any school site.

DSP Property Number ............ ceessesees. 050-3736
Administrative Unit .. sk ««.... Ashe County
Superintendent ....... eevesssses.. Dr. Roger H. Jackson
Grade Organization ..

Approximate Capacity

Square Footage ...... T e eesnss 32,025 sq. ft.
Opening Date .......... September, 1978
Architects .. «..... Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren
Engineers ... «+... Wilber, Kendrick, Workman & Warren
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A large site was selected in the town of Monroe
near the geographical center of Union County.
Municipal water and sewer lines were readily avail-
able. The completed building is divided into two
large rectangles connected by an extension of the
central core of classroom, library, and supporting

functions. The educational program speaks for itself -

as indicated on the plan diagram.

DSP Property Number ..........ccovvivvnnnnecnnnns 900-3689
Admnistrative Unit c.coseavssniisissssssmines Union County
Superintendent .........ccceiiiiiinaen. Dr. B. Paul Hammack
Grade Organization ......cceeceieineeeeeneenennennnnnes 10-12
Appioximate-Capacily: «..omxermvcmmmennssmysmmemnsms seng 400
Square Footage ..o csossnesseavsnsenamnsnsiaes 62,800 sq. ft.
Opening Date .ocousnnssinssessmsmmonsss seis September, 1976
ArchHetts s isunsavsmssmmisvi Ferebee, Walters & Associates
ENGINEEIs sonsoniaves ssvsvimsns Ferebee, Walters & Associates
Consultants .........ceevvvneivennnencneennens Alger Associates
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A city site was chosen on which to construct new
school administration facilities and the school system
occupational education center. Both building pro-
grams required multi-story construction. Forsyth
County central staff educators state that the pur-
pose of the occupational center is to offer “practical
experiences which help prepare students for specific
occupational fields. Students who plan to continue
their education in college or specialized schools are
offered courses not normally available in their
schools.” The center functions as an extension of
programs in junior and senior high-schools.

DSP Property Number ..........cccoviviiniiiiniee... 340-3619

Administrative Unit ........... Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Superintendent ..............cceee...... Dr. James A. Adams
Grade Organization ..........c..cccocevee.. aefemm Ao ome s IR s
Approximate Capacity ......c.ccccveueenn.. AoAAsAmAs A . 2,300
Square Footage ....c.cocovevenanens covncnssenssss 304,032 5sq. ft.
OpeningDate ........ccccveeennn. ceseesesas.. December, 1976
Architects .......... AESA AN AR eeessss. Hines-Northup-Ersoy
Mechanical, Plumbing and

Electrical Engineers ...... Consulting Engineering Service, Inc.
Structural Engineers .......cccccveene.... Szostak & Associates
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An existing midtown school site had three
separate older buildings which had to be in-
corporated with new plans and programs. One is a
gymnasium, another is a dietary or food service
wing, and the third is an occupational wing. New
construction consists of classrooms and related
facilities. The program accommodates children, who
as adults, will have a mental age equivalent of seven
or eight years, and teaches basic occupational and
living skills. Areas are provided for special therapy
dealing with speech, hearing, and sight as well as
orthopedic problems. The pupil to teacher ratio is
twelve to one.

The site has been completely planned and land-
scaped. Berms have been extended to the second
floor levels in some areas and are intended to be
used as emergency escape slides. Each floor is ac-
cessible by means of elevators located near each end
of the building.

DSP Property Number .....cccoviviiiiiiieinennnnnnn. 600-2578
Administrative Unit .......c.......... Charlotte/Mecklenburg
Superintendent ...........coveiveiiinnnn. Dr. Jay M. Robinson
Approximate Capacity ...c.cccceceecccronsnnsrecesnasneannee 660
Square Footage o e e e 191,400 sq. ft.
O pening Pate February, 1977
ATChitechs B Snoddy & McCulloch
Structural Engineers ................ Dana Rucker & Associates
Mechanical Engineers ............. Glenn Agnew & Associates
Electrical Engineers ......ccceeeuvennn. John Bolen & Associates
Landscape Architect .....covvveiieiiiiienennaennnns Bob Jordan
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During the past three decades, school building planning
and design have been in the forefront of progressive build-
ing design. New school buildings have incorporated many
of the best ideas about spatial relationships, open planning,
food service, audio and visual technology, building
materials, movable and relocatable equipment and walls,
the thermal environment, lighting, and acoustics. There is a
great deal of variety in the architectural solutions to school
planning problems as perceived by designers and edu-
cators. The variety also reflects a democratic principle, the
importance of local participation in decision making con-
cerning education.

The Schools of Interest series covers about ten years of
school design and construction in North Carolina. A total of
ninety-two projects have been presented in the four is-
sues. During this period school building planning has
moved steadily from the eggcrate plan of administrative
convenience to the more compact core plan with attached
clusters. In one respect, this evolution is a review of chang-
ing educational modes in which school buildings have
been seen as special environments for learning rather than
a collection of containers. In another respect it reflects
heightened awareness by designers of the increasing com-
plexity of educational facility planning. In either case,
almost everyone directly involved with public education is

~aware of the significant contribution and interpretation of
educational needs made by professional designers.

Now there is another challenge to educational planners
and designers. That challenge goes beyond functionalist
school building design solutions. It includes the need for
prepared environments which speak to the spirit so that
each child and teacher feel they are in a special place — a
place which helps them feel good about themselves.

A building cannot be built which conceals pretense,
cynicism or lack of spirit. It is equally impossible to conceal

in our buildings our native optimism, enterprise, and good -

fortune. Other art forms can create illusions. They may
make us believe we are something other than what we
really are; but the art of building does not respond to the il-
lusions a society may have about itself. When we build we
reveal ourselves as a society.
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NEW SCHOOLS 7/1/76 —7/1/77

ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT SCHOOL CAPACITY
Durham Co. *Eno Valley Elementary 425
Gaston Co. Lowell Elementary 595
Charlotte/Mecklenburg  Berryhill Elementary 480
Moore Co. Robbins Elementary 307
Wake Co. Farmington Woods Elementary 696
Wilkes Co. Millers Creek Elementary 468
Wilkes Co. North Wilkesboro Elementary 400
Alamance Co. Western Middle 900
Avery Co. Newland-Crossnore Junior High 330
Brunswick Co. Leland Middle 1,000
Caswell Co. Caswell Co. Junior High 425
Greenville City *Greenville Middle 500
Richmond Co. Hamlet Junior High 750
Davidson Co. West Davidson High 750
Edgecombe Co. Southwest Edgecombe High 1,100
Kinston City *Kinston High 1,400
Wake Co. Athens Drive High 1,500
Wake Co. Eastern Wake High 800
Wilson Co. Southeast High 1,350
Wilson Co. Southwest High 1,350

*denotes Phase I project
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

. Archdale/Trinity Middle
Ashe Co. Vocational Education Center

Clyde A. Erwin High
Elkin Elementary

. Eno Valley Elementary

Forest Heights Elementary
Greenville Middle
Hayesville Elementary

. Isenberg Elementary
. Kinston High

Lynn Road Elementary
Madison Co. High

Metro School for the TMR
Mitchell High

Ocracoke Union

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

el .
/. i 1 T ey L“"'"“"n '
UNION ! ansON . ( \ . \
) ( = <-

Scotland Co. High
Shelby High
Siler City Elementary
Southern Primary
Southwest Elementary
Stanfield Elementary
Swannanoa Elementary
Thomas H. Cash Elementary
Union Co. Career Center
Wallace Elementary
West Craven Middle
West Iredell Middle
Western Junior High
Winston-Salem/Forsyth Co.

Career Center & Administrative Center

e previous “Schools of Interest”
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